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only there to give 
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are fi ve stories 

where its captains 

saved the day.
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Good times are built on 
time well spent. 

It took 12 engineers 844,419 hours to craft an engine 

that’s faster, lighter, and ready to help you finally fill 

that photo album.

Learn more at mercurymarine.com/Fourstroke-V6

175hp   /   200hp   /   225hp

V-6 FourStroke
THE ALL-NEW
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A LEGEND
AND A
LEADER

CELEBRATING A PROUD LEGACY OF INNOVATION

 WWW2.BOSTONWHALER.COM/LEGEND

for 60 years, boston whaler has designed and manufactured peerless 

boats that are not only unsinkable, but also unsurpassed in comfort, performance and ease of use. 
hat’s because behind every Whaler is a talented, passionate team, dedicated to delivering the best 
quality boats on the water. With a proud lineup that spans from 11 to 42 feet, today’s Boston Whaler 
demonstrates the spirit of leadership that has always defined the company — and the belief that 
every boating experience can be legendary. 
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J
ohn Mills was the gunner’s mate aboard HMS Bounty, a ship that, after two 
novels, five movies, and not to mention the actual historical account, needs little 
if any introduction. According to the ship’s log, Capt. Bligh’s personal journal, 
and records of the British Navy, Mills was one of the older, more-experienced 

crew aboard Bounty, having served on Mediator under Admiral Collinwood (himself a 
partner with Lord Nelson in many campaigns). Mills apparently lacked a sweet 
disposition, but as the record shows, he’d spent a lifetime at sea under the command of 
great mariners. It’s safe to say he knew what he was talking about.

I present this curriculum vitae for no trivial purpose. In the 
1962 film version of Mutiny on the Bounty, the one starring 
Marlon Brando, the role of John Mills is played by the 
enduring, acerbic Richard Harris. Harris, as Mills, utters a line 
in the film — it’s just an aside really — but one that caught this 
lifetime boater’s attention.

The words are expressed as sea and wind rise and in 
response to grumbling crewmen distraught at having to climb 
into the rigging as Bounty  slogs through the Tierra del Fuego 
archipelago at the southern tip of South America.

“Portsmouth or Cape Horn, it’s all the same to a seaman.” 
The understated brilliance of the line, of course, was that 

whether in a calm harbor or on the wildest ocean imaginable, 
experienced mariners act in the habitual, businesslike manner 
that ensures personal safety and the safety of the vessel. 
There is no distinction made for present circumstance. The 
best standard operating procedure is the best standard operating procedure, and the 
distractions of debate, discussion and deciding what alternatives might exist are best 
reserved for shoreside diversion. Mills’ quip reminded me that aboard boats, good habits 
deliver great rewards, because on the water, we are out of our element. Things can happen 
quickly. And when they do, there’s often tragically little time, and overthinking may lead to 
analysis paralysis.

I was reminded of the line from the film recently during discussions regarding this 
publication’s participation in boating-safety programs.

“What looks like a perfect day for boating can quickly become hazardous if you end up 
in the water,” said Peg Phillips, executive director of the National Safe Boating Council, the 
lead organization for the Safe Boating Campaign. “Always wear a life jacket — it is the best 
decision you can make for your safety while enjoying a day out on the water.”

And I thought: Portsmouth or Cape Horn, it’s all the same to a seaman.

Kevin Falvey, Editor-in-Chief
editor@boatingmag.com

WORDS TO
LIVE BY
B o at i n g  l e ss o n s  f r o m  h i s to r y,  H o l ly wo o d  a n d  h e r s e l f

What Mills meant, of 

course, was that whether 

in a calm harbor or on the 

wildest ocean imaginable, 

experienced mariners act 

in the habitual, business-

like manner that ensures 

their safety and the 

safety of the vessel.

SAFE BOATING 
CAMPAIGN

The annual Safe Boating 

Campaign kicks off the 

weekend before Memo-

rial Day with National 

Safe Boating Week and 

continues throughout the 

year. Learn more at safe

boatingcampaign.com.



© 2018 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries. Wi-Fi is a registered trademark of the Wi-Fi Alliance.

WHO CARES ABOUT HAVING IT 

ALL AT YOUR FINGERTIPS?

WHO WOULDN’T?

GPSMAP® 1242 TOUCH

PRELOADED MAPPING 
BLUECHART® G2 + LAKEVÜ HD

ACTIVECAPTAIN™ APP READY  
WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI®

TOUCHSCREEN
CONTROL12” FULLY

NETWORK CAPABLE
COMPATIBLE WITH
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WWW.CARVERYACHTS.COM

See The Difference.

A BOAT THAT’S BUILT BETTER,

IS BACKED BETTER.

C36

“Every Carver Yacht owner has my personal pledge that we will 
«À�Û�`i�Ü�>ÌiÛiÀ�ÃÕ««�ÀÌ��Ã��iViÃÃ>ÀÞ�Ì��i�ÃÕÀi�Ì�i�w�iÃÌ��Ü�iÀÃ��«�
experience in boating.  As a Carver owner, if you ever have a problem 
that cannot be remedied by your local dealer, I promise that the right 
technical experts will be assigned 
to aid that dealer in solving your 
problem. We offer seven, Coupe and 
Command Bridge models from 34 
to 52 feet to choose from.  See your 
dealer for a sea trial today.”

Rob Parmentier   

President & CEO   

Carver Yachts
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Making
Waves

How many Freedom Boat Club locations are there?
We have 153 clubs in 30 states and Canada, with a fleet of 
more than 1,600 boats. In addition, we have just announced 
a very exciting partnership with Jeanneau in Europe.  

What’s the main appeal of joining your club?
The key factors that attract our members include a very 
affordable cost of entry that provides access to a fleet of 
late-model boats, coupled with free and unlimited one-on-
one boat training by U.S. Coast Guard-licensed captains. 

Do you attract a lot of new boaters?
We have more than 30,000 total members including new-
comers to the sport and lifestyle, as well as seasoned boaters 
including former boat owners. 

What’s the benefit to someone new to the sport?
The club provides a great way to test the waters and deter-
mine if boating is right for you. It also allows newbies to 
experience a variety of different types of boats to see what 
is most appealing for you and your family.  P
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Freedom Boat Club has introduced thousands of people 
to boating through its rental clubs around the country, 
where boaters pay club fees in order to use the company’s 
fleet rather than own their own vessel. We caught up with 
John Giglio, the company’s leader, about the club and 
recreational boating. —Pete McDonald

John Giglio
President and CEO of

Freedom Boat Club

To read the full 

interview, go to 

boatingmag.com/

freedom-boat-

club or scan 

this tag!
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All New Exclusive Programs
GREAT LOOP SPECIALISTS

CANCELLED? 
NON-RENEWED? 

SKYROCKETING RATES?

WE CAN HELP.
CALL TODAY!

For over 50 years Total Dollar has built
a first-rate reputation, 

providing expertise that’s second to
none. You’ll get custom-tailored 
insurance — agreed value hull, 

liability and special coverage, plus 
personalized service and rates that

won’t gouge your pocket.

Call us 7 days a week at: 

800-962-5659

One Pleasant Avenue, Pt. Washington, NY 11050

Toll Free:800-962-5659
Fax: 516-704-2285 • Web: www.totaldollar.com

E-mail: info@totaldollar.com

Member: Professional Insurance Agents Association 
Better Business Bureau 

John Posey, TX         Buzz Fyhrie, FL            
972-775-3523  888-327-8467

THE BEST

CLAIM SERVICE

IN THE

INDUSTRY!

If you’re one of the many 

millions of boaters who get to 

the water via trailering, this 

quiz is for you. How well do 

you know your boat trailer 

and trailering safety? It’s time 

to get that rig on the road, so 

here goes. —John Tiger

(Answers on page 16)

TRAILERING SAFETY
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1. Your vehicle’s trailer 
hitch should be capable 
of towing:
A. Another vehicle.
B. Gross trailer weight 

(GTW) exceeding 
the total weight of 
your boat, engine, 
trailer and gear 
combined.

C. Another buddy’s 
trailer out of the 
ditch.

D. Tongue weight (TW) 
of approximately 
10 percent of the 
total GTW of your 
towed load. 

E. All of the above.
F. B and D.

2. What are the advan-
tages and disadvantages 
of roller hull supports 
versus bunks found on 
boat trailers today?
A. Rollers tend to 

make it easier to 
launch the boat 
from shallow and 
otherwise difficult 
launch ramps.

B. Bunks provide 
more consistent 
support because 
they cover a larger 
area of the hull.

C. Bunks can scratch 
the hull, especially 
if the carpet on 
them becomes 
loaded with sand 
from launching.

D. Rollers can fail, 
thereby causing a 

danger of damag-
ing the hull if the 
roller comes off its 
spindle.

E. All of the above are 
true.

F. Only A and B are 
true. 

3. Proper boat tie-downs 
should:
A. Be used only 

when towing long 
distances.

B. Connect the tran-
som eyes to the 
trailer tie-down 
eyes, or another 
suitable strong 
attachment point.  

C. Be installed on 
every trip, regard-
less of distance.

D. Be checked for 
tightness at every 
fuel and rest stop.

E. B, C and D.
F. A, B and D.

 4. A trailer fishtailing at 
speed could be caused by:
A. Tongue weight too 

light for the towed 
load.

B. Tongue weight 
too heavy for the 
towed load.

C. Improper loading 
of the boat on the 
trailer, causing 
poor weight 
balance and load 
distribution. 

D. A and C.
E. None of the above.

5. Trailer tires should be:
A. Checked for age 

and weather crack-
ing on sidewalls 
and uneven wear 
on tread.

B. Checked once per 
season.

C. Filled to recom-
mended air pres-
sure and checked 
frequently during 
your trip.  

D. Checked often 
during your trip for 
overheating, using 
your hand as a 
gauge.

E. All of the above.
F. A, C and D. 

 Bonus: When stopping 
for fuel during a trip, you 
should:
A. Check tires and 

wheel bearings for 
overheating, using 
your hand as a 
gauge.

B. Check trailer 
lights for proper 
operation.

C. Check tie-downs 
and tighten if nec-
essary; check load 
for shifting.

D. Check winch strap, 
emergency chain, 
safety chains and 
coupler integrity. 

E. Park in front of both 
fuel pumps to block 
others from fueling 
up behind you. 

F. A, B, C and D.



For over a century, a league of canned crusaders have been fighting to keep boats safe from barnacles, 

slime, algae and other aquatic evils that rob your boat of its true performance. With advanced know-how 

and unique capabilities, each antifouling is tailored to different conditions, and has the power to defeat 

fouling in all its forms.

Micron® WA is a water-based formula that’s powered with advanced Water Activated Matrix technology 

to efficiently release active ingredients over time for valiant multi-season protection. Micron WA is easy 

to apply and clean up, making it ideal for boaters in all waters and regions.

For super-powered antifouling protection and proven performance, choose Interlux®.

The hero your boat deserves!
interlux.com
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HELLY HANSEN
HYDROPOWER
SHORELINE F-1 

THE GRIP: The most 
stylish of the three choices, 
Helly Hansen shoes sport a 
decoupled flexible rubber 

tread with a grippy nonslip 
pattern and siping to fun-
nel away water. The tread 
is also nonmarking. The 
lightweight, breathable 
mesh body dries quickly 

and provides support while 
transiting a deck underway. 

The insole is anti-
microbial to prevent odor.

THE SLIP: The most expen-
sive of the trio offers only 

two color choices.

PRICE: $110;
hellyhansen.com

SOFTSCIENCE
FIN 3.0

THE GRIP: Designed for 
anglers, these shoes are 

reinforced in the toe, ankle 
and forefoot areas to help 
provide stability. They are 
still incredibly light, with a 
grooved tread that funnels 

away water while providing 
traction on-deck. The 

bulky, nonmarking tread 
also features three slots in 
the forefoot to flow water 
away from the shoe. The 

removable Trileon insole 
acts like a shock absorber.

THE SLIP: The tread is 
bulkier than the others.

PRICE: $99.95;
softscience.com

CROCS
LITERIDE PACER

THE GRIP: These are a 
long way from the original 
Crocs, adding style to the 

brand’s renowned comfort. 
The soles and treads are 

made from cushiony 
closed-cell foam that is also 
extremely lightweight. The 
breathable plastic body of 

the shoe is also lightweight 
and made for wet condi-
tions, like all Crocs, and 
is so soft that there is no 

break-in period. Put them 
on and go.

THE SLIP: While extremely 
lightweight, they’re not as 
supportive as the others.

PRICE: $59.99; crocs.com

BOATING SNEAKERS
Topsiders and shrimper’s boots aren’t the only options for keeping your feet 
connected to a slippery deck. Check out these three pairs of sneakers designed 
for marine use. —Pete McDonald

C A P TA I N ’S  T E ST
(Answers from page 14)

1. F. Though they can usually 

handle it and are used for this 

task often, trailer hitches are not 

designed to pull other vehicles 

out of ditches. GTW and TW are 

terms every trailering enthusiast 

should know.  

2. E. All statements are true. Gen-

erally, bunk trailers are better for 

a boat’s hull because they provide 

more support, especially in critical 

areas like the transom.    

3. E. Tie-downs secure your boat 

to its trailer and can keep it from 

bouncing off in sudden urgent 

maneuvers.  

4. D. Too little tongue weight, 

be it from poor trailer setup or 

improper load distribution, can 

result in trailer sway at speed and 

possibly a catastrophic accident. 

5. F. Checking trailer tires is 

something that cannot be done 

too often.  

Bonus: F. Just like a pilot’s 

preflight check, these trailer 

checks should become habit at 

every stop.  

CAPTAIN’S TESTS ONLINE

Test your knowledge of boating with 

more Captain’s Tests at boatingmag

.com/captains-test.

FIN 3.0
Shock-absorbing tread 
is slip-resistant

PACER 
Light, airy and super 
comfortable

F-1
Siped rubber soles 
funnel away water

ONLINE THIS MONTH
May is Boating Safety Month, so there’s 
no better time to brush up on the U.S. 
Coast Guard’s Rules of the Road.

Go to boatingsafetymag

.com/boatingsafety or 

scan this tag!

Number of life jackets
loaned out every year by 
the BoatU.S. life-jacket 
loaner program. Go to 

boatus.org to find a 
loaner site near you. 

140,000



Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. Multi-Policy Discount available to auto insureds 

that have purchased a boat policy through the GEICO Marine Insurance Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2018 GEICO

geico.com   |   1-800-865-4846   |   Local Offi ce

You could get a discount when you combine your auto and boat policies.
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www.FurunoUSA.com

multi touch displays

12.1" WXGA (1280 x 800 pixels)

15.6" FWXGA (1366 x 768 pixels)

RezBoostTM Ƃ� UJ�Ƃ� PFGT

Built-in Fish Finder achieves a 4x-8x Sharper 

image than conventional sounders to spot 

individual fi sh, using narrowband transducers

TGƂ� PGF�KPVGTHCEG

Edge-Swipe gestures keep every com-

mand at your fi ngertips with a simple 

swipe from the edge of the screen

EJCTV�EJQKEGU

Utilizes raster & vector charts w/Sat Photos, 

including Free NOAA charts for the USA

CYCTF�YKPPKPI�TCFCT

UHD Radar, 4kW Domes to 25kW Arrays

DWKNV�KP�IRU�YCCU

56-channel GPS/WASS receiver  

YKTGNGUU�EQPPGEVKXKV[

Connect to iOSTM or AndroidTM apps, along with  

free weather data & upcoming Cloud Services

Scan QR code to get 

more information on 

NavNet TZtouch2

TOTAL CONTROL, SIMPLY REFINED

DISTRACTED 

BOATING.

DON’T DO IT.

Distracted driving? Oh, yeah, it can 
be dangerous, and most states have 
laws to combat it. Is it easier to avoid 
distractions while piloting a boat 
compared to a car? No, probably 
harder. There are no white lines to 
follow, other vessels approach from all 
directions at all speeds, sea conditions 

get lumpy, channels narrow, harbors 
turn crowded, calls come in on the 
VHF, fish strike trolling lines, and 
people move around the boat. The list 
of on-the-water attention diverters 
goes on and on.

Experienced skippers have learned 
to pay attention around their boats 
while underway, but how can new 
boaters get that experience as safely 
as possible? And is it possible for 
experienced skippers to sharpen their 
situational awareness? The folks at the 

National Safe Boating Council asked 
that question too. To get an answer, 
the council’s director emeritus Virgil 
Chambers developed a simple proto-
col called SCAN for keeping a proper 
lookout: search, concentrate, analyze 
and negotiate. 

It’s all common sense, isn’t it? 
Sure, but can it be scientifically 
proven to help? It can. Look for 
our full report on distracted boating 
on boatingmag.com. 
—John Page Williams

SEARCH the area all around 

your craft. This is a 360-degree 

examination of everything on 

the water around your boat. 

Distances away will close or 

open depending on your speed 

or the speed of the observed 

boat or object. The faster you 

are operating, the farther out 

you will need to search.

CONCENTRATE on what you 

are seeing with your eyes and 

on your electronics. Is it a boat? 

What type? What is it doing? 

What is its relative speed? Is it 

a stationary object? Drifting or 

anchored? These are questions 

you must consider while you 

look at the various observed 

boats or objects.

ANALYZE what you are 

watching. Is it closing in on 

your position or going away 

from you? Remember, if the 

object you are observing is at a 

constant bearing with decreas-

ing range (you are getting clos-

er to it and its relative position 

to you is not changing), it is on 

a collision course. 

NEGOTIATE What are you 

going to do? Slow down, turn 

away from the boat or object, 

and head in a different direc-

tion? Remember the Naviga-

tion Rules. Know the proper 

action to take while meeting 

head-on, crossing or overtak-

ing another boat. Make your 

adjustments obvious.
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The Ride Makes All the Difference.
Experience the Ride of Your Life.
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She makes you 
wear your life 
jacket. 

She keeps 
the radio 
conver-
sations 
polite.

She makes sure 
the cooler is 
packed with 
healthy snacks.

FIVE REASONS 
YOU LOVE YOUR 
BOATING MOM

MORE THAN 5
See more humorous things at

boatingmag.com/five-things.

She keeps you 
from going too 
fast.

She kisses your 
boo-boos.



Model 27wa •  Made in the USA  •  belzonamarine.com 

THIS COULD BE 
YOUR NEXT SATURDAY.
OR  JUST DO BRUNCH AGAIN, YOUR CALL.
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A SEA DOG

IS SAVED AND

THERE’S NO TRICK 
What I learned from what didn’t happen

WANTED: YOUR STORIES Share your boating mistakes and mishaps so that your
fellow boaters might learn from your experience. Send us your first-person accounts, includ-
ing what went wrong, what you’d do differently, your name and your city, to editor@boating
mag.com and use “ILAB” in the subject line. If your experience is selected, we’ll send you a 
$100 West Marine gift card.

O
n May 15, 2017, I went overboard into the 36-degree water of 
Newfound Lake, New Hampshire. If I had not been wearing my 
40-year-old Stearns Type III life jacket, I would not be writing this 
account. First, some backstory.

I am a boating instructor for the State of New Hampshire. I teach the 
National Association of State Boating Law Administrators’ curriculum. I’ve 
been a boater since childhood. As long as I put on my life jacket, my parents 
allowed me to take out the rowboat by myself. I was 7 years old. I learned to 
sail our 16-foot sloop at age 8. My first real job was as a gas-dock attendant. 
I’ve cruised lakes Michigan and Huron, the Finger Lakes and the Erie Canal 
system. I’ve been at the wheel of a 65-foot schooner off Nova Scotia, and I’ve 

had a couple of “Cheeseburgers in Par-
adise” on Florida’s Cabbage Key, where 
it is rumored Jimmy Buffet made ’em 
famous. I’m an Aquarius. Boats and the 
water are in my blood.

On the day in question, I volun-
teered to help the staff of a summer 

camp transport their boats to a launch site to be inspected for the season. We 
used a pontoon boat, securing the aluminum skiffs, one on each side. The day 
was sunny with broken clouds, quite cool, and a lot windier than we had hoped.

Shortly after heading out, the bow of the boat lashed to the port side, broke 
free and swung away. The young man with me boarded the aluminum boat 
while I knelt on a bench seat to pass a line to him to resecure the boat. I leaned 
over to hand him the line, and I went headfirst into the water! The bench seat 
was not fastened to the deck of the pontoon, and the railing gave way.

I’m a pretty good swimmer at the ripe-old age of 69, but it took all I had to 
claw my way to the surface. My heavy, soaked clothing was weighing me down. 
The 15.5 pounds of buoyancy in my old life jacket were just enough to help 

me to the surface. I grabbed the deck 
of the pontoon and gave a couple of 
forced, loud exhalations to help con-
trol my breathing. That cold water 
was beginning to take its toll. The 
other man called 911, gave me the 
end of an oar, and helped me get up 
the boarding ladder.

Next thing I knew, I was in an 
ambulance getting stripped down 
and covered in warm blankets. It 
was embarrassing to be seen in 
this condition by one of my marine 
patrol colleagues, but better to be 

 embarrassed than to drown because 
I hadn’t worn my life jacket.

When I got home, I weighed 
my plastic bag of wet clothes — it 
weighed 19 pounds! And they had 
even drip-dried for a while. Remem-
ber: It’s better to have it [a life  jacket] 
and not need it than to need it and 

not have it!

Paul A. French
Bridgewater, New Hampshire

Remember: It’s better to 
have it [a life jacket] and not 
need it than to need it and 
not have it!
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THE LIFE JACKET I wore was 
purchased in 1977 when three friends 
and I canoed 70 miles of the Allagash 
River in northern Maine. I didn’t need it 
then; glad I kept it, though!



 

facebook.com/safeboatcampaign                 twitter.com/boatingcampaign

This message brought to you by  
the National Safe Boating Council. 

SAFEBOATINGCAMPAIGN.COM

“We love it!”

“It’s exciting!”

“It’s so much fun!”

“I caught a fish!”

“We ‘Wear It’ to be safe.”

SAFEBOATINGCAMPAIGN.COM

And love the life!
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SEAMANSHIP By Pete McDonald

Over the years, all of us have 
run the boat through the same 
area without incident. But this 
time, my brother heard the 
sickening thud of our out-
board’s lower unit being 
sheared off by a submerged 
boulder. It’s a rock that, when 
water levels are normal, hides 
below the surface at a deep 
enough depth to allow safe 
passage. That season, however, 
the water levels had dropped 
to 20-year lows, turning areas 
we could normally navigate in 
our sleep into danger zones.

Changing water levels is 
just one hazard among many 
on rivers, as well as lakes sub-
ject to flow control by dams. 
Here are a few other things to 
concern yourself with when 
boating on lakes and rivers.

F R E S H
P E R S P ECT I V E
Boating in lakes and rivers has its own set of 
navigational challenges.

UNMARKED HAZARDS

Many smaller bodies of water 
have not been charted, and 
on many that have been, the 
charts do not contain exten-
sive detail in areas outside 
the main channels.  Use 
extreme caution to avoid 
shoals as well as unknown 
obstacles such as rocks, sub-
merged tree stumps and even 
old dock structures. Rivers 
with strong currents can also 
contain hard-to-spot floating 
debris, or deadheads, which 
are logs or felled trees sub-
merged just under the sur-
face with only a portion visi-
ble. If you spot something 
small on the surface, remem-
ber the iceberg effect and 
prepare to encounter some-
thing much larger under the 

water. Slow down and give 
such floaters a wide berth.

BLIND CURVES

Oxbows and other bends in 
rivers are great for fishing but 
can be terrible for boaters try-
ing to pass through them. 
Why? Sometimes you can’t 
see what’s coming around the 
b e n d  t h e  o t h e r  w a y . 
Navigational rules call for 
boaters to keep to the right to 
pass each other, but not every-
one follows the rules. Though 
they shouldn’t, I’ve seen peo-
ple anchored in blind spots in 
river bends, focused on fish-
ing, expecting other boaters to 
watch out for them. Or I’ve 
seen giant commercial barges 
approaching a bend from the 
other direction, taking up 
almost the entire width of the 
waterway. Best to approach 
river bends with caution, 
either off plane or at a very 
slow planing speed, and be 
prepared to take evasive 
action if necessary.

ROUGH WATERS

On a narrow body of water 
with a shallow depth, wind 

can churn up tight-period 
waves at a moment’s notice. 
I’ve seen it happen on rivers, 
and on small lakes nestled in 
low valleys that act as wind 
funnels when it blows in the 
right direction. Once, while 
boating in Whitewater Bay (a 
shallow tidal saltwater lake in 
the Ten Thousand Islands in 
Florida), the winds kicked 
the waves up so high and 
tight that we could see 
e x p o s e d  b o t t o m  i n  t h e 
troughs. We had no choice 
but to hop up on plane and 
run along the tops the waves 
a t  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  s p e e d . 
Though the ride proved 
uncomfortable — jarring 
even — we managed to keep 
the keel and the propeller 
from bottoming out.

COMMERCIAL TRAFFIC

On the St. Lawrence near my 
family’s place, Great Lakers 
pass through the shipping 
channel on a daily basis, 
throwing huge wakes that can 
swamp small boats if they are 
u n p r e p a r e d .  B o a t e r s  a t 
anchor, hopefully smartly well 
away from the shipping chan-
nel, should be at the ready to 
quickly raise the hook if a ship 
is set to pass nearby. Boaters 
underway should approach 
the rollers like ocean waves, 
crossing the wakes at an angle 
and using the boat’s trim to 
avoid swamping, rolling or 
stuffing the bow. On other 
small rivers I’ve boated in the 
South, barge traffic can cause 
the same problems while also 
taking up almost all of the 
navigable channel. It’s best to 
find a spot in deep-enough 
water outside their course and 
let them pass.

A few years ago, my brother was 
cruising in our family boat along 
the shoreline of an island in the 
St. Lawrence River. 
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IT’S TIME TO EXPECT MORE 

FROM A FISHING BOAT.
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OVERHEAD LIFE-JACKET STOWAGE The U.S. Coast Guard stipulates that all recre-
ational boats have one properly sized Coast Guard-approved life jacket in good, serviceable condi-
tion for each soul on board, and that the jackets are readily accessible, if not already being worn. 

If your boat proves short on life-jacket stowage space, consider installing an overhead bag 
such as the T-Bag from Kwik Tek ($51.44, jet.com) or the T-Top Marine Storage Bag from C.E. 
Smith ($94.99, westmarine.com). These ventilated, zippered bags attach with straps and buckles 
to the underside of Bimini tops and T-tops. Access is convenient and quick. —Jim Hendricks
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A:
Hi Dick. Batteries should be stored fully 

charged. I like to charge them, then remove 
the charger and check the batteries monthly. If 

they have discharged signifi cantly, I will then 
recharge them. AGM batteries self-discharge at 

a much slower rate than standard fl ooded-
cell batteries. Still, if you cannot monitor 

the batteries monthly, I suggest using a fl oat 
charger, often called a trickle charger or battery 

maintainer. A fl oat charge is a small controlled 
amount of current. In all cases, you want to 

check the battery-maker’s specifi cations with 
respect to maximum amperage and voltage 

ranges. Then select and use a charger that 
meets those requirements. 

CHARGING 
UPQ:

Hi Mick. I’m a first-time writer but a long-
time reader. I have removed my four AGM 
batteries from the boat and placed them 
in my basement. How do I properly care 
for them over the winter? If the answer 
is some sort of charging, please advise 
what product(s) you would recommend. 
Thanks.
Dick Buttrick

Cataumet, Massachusetts 

 OPTIMIZED

AGM batteries 
require the

correct charger
in order to

perform.
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N A U T I C A L 
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Q:STRIPPED!
A careless diver cleaned the sterndrive with acid 
when removing barnacles from my new-to-me 2004 
26-foot Sea Ray. The paint layer is thin, and bare 
metal shows in areas. Do you recommend painting it? 
Which paint? Can it be a DIY job? The boat lives on a 
lift above salt water. Thanks.

Miguel G.
Via email

  A:  Yes, it is a DIY job. Sand/abrade the surface 
 using 180-grit paper or a maroon Scotch-Brite 

pad until the metal is bright and there is no fl aking 
fi nish. Clean with soap and water, then dry. Next, wipe 
down with white vinegar, which is acetic acid. This 
chemically etches the aluminum; you can certainly 
use the purpose-made etcher from the paint-maker. 
Etching must be performed immediately prior to 
applying the primer, so plan your work accordingly.

Apply three to four coats of zinc phosphate primer 
from a spray can. Then apply two to three coats of 
topcoat from a spray can, which in your case will be 
black, since Sea Ray boats are fitted with MerCruiser 
sterndrives. You will likely need two cans of primer 
and two cans of paint.

For a truly pro job — one that will provide the best 
protection for your drive — apply a two-part epoxy 
primer after etching instead of the zinc phosphate. I 
have used Pettit Protect with excellent results. Brush 
on two coats, following the directions on the can.

SOFTWARE UPDATE
Q: Doc, I have been boating 
for 33 years on an inland lake 
(Cumberland). I recently 
purchased a 2005 Rinker 320 
with a Raymarine c70 display, 
but it did not come with a CF 
card. So I borrowed a CF card 
from a friend before buying 
one. I have enclosed pictures 
of what my display looks like, 
which is not correct when 
compared to my buddy’s 
c70 display (2007) with 
the same card. I contacted 
 Raymarine, who said I would 
need to update the software 
of the display, which I did, as 
evidenced by the software 
details pictured. I am hoping 
you might have run across 
this in the past and that you 

can point me in the right 
direction. Thank you. 

David Irvin
Lexington, Kentucky

A: First, I want to thank 
 Randy Vance for the answer 
to this question. He spoke 
with Raymarine’s tech sup-
port on your behalf, David. 
They said your unit is a 2002 
unit. It may have been made 
later than that, but that was 
the technology for several 
years. Plus, the processor 
is small. So, if you put in a 
newer chart card, it may not 
be able to process it due to file 
sizes. If you are boating on a 
specific body of water, try to 
buy a chart just for that body 
of water.

Regardless, you do need 
to familiarize yourself with 
the manual, and you need to 
be on the boat when you call 
back tech support so they can 
talk you through the menus. 
I seldom wait more than an 
hour for a callback and often 
get through on the first ring. 
They are good at their job.

PAINTED PONY
Q: Mick, I own a nondescript 
1960s 13-foot runabout pow-
ered by a Johnson outboard. I 
would like to paint it to match 
my 1970 Ford Mustang, with 
which I tow my boat to car 
shows. Can this be done?

John Stevens
Phoenix, Arizona

A: First, I’d like to note that 
Johnson outboards of that era 
bore the Sea Horse marque 
and hope the irony isn’t lost 
on you — or anybody else! 
Pettit Paint  (pettitpaint.com) 
and others offer a range of 
DIY paint products. You 
can also see a step-by-step 
guide to DIY hull painting at 
boatingmag.com/never-wax-
your-boat-again.

SHARP CORNERS
Most boaters who have spent time 
aboard boats in open water will immedi-
ately recognize the problem illustrated in 
the accompanying photo. Taken aboard a twin-

stateroom inboard cruiser, it shows 
the very sharp corner of the 

galley counter. Bumping into 
this while simply passing 

by would hurt. Falling 
against it in any kind of 
wave action while the 
boat is cruising, or even 
anchored, or due the 
unexpected wake of a 

passing boat is sure to 
cause injury. Corners 

aboard boats should be 
rounded or padded for 

safety. —Kevin Falvey 



© 2018 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read your owner’s manual. All Honda outboards meet EPA and CARB emission levels.

For destinations found on a map, or ones that are simply a state of mind, trust a reliable 

Honda outboard to get you there. And back. Find out more at marine.honda.com.

Destination Honda
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An oil analysis can absolutely provide an indication of your engine’s condi-
tion. There are no guarantees about future longevity, but being armed with 
the knowledge of how much chromium, nickel, silicon and other particu-

lates are present in your oil can help you make better service and purchase decisions. 
Kits that enable you to collect and ship your oil sample can be purchased from retailers 

information: boatingmag.com/how-to/benefits-oil-analysis.

CHEAP? CHIP?
Q: What kind of brush 
should I use to apply 
anti-fouling paint? 
I have always been a 
trailer boater and will be 
keeping my boat in the 
water for the first time 
this year. Also, can I stir 
the paint at home, or will 
I need to take it to the 
store and have it shaken?

Bob Breen

Portland, Maine

A: You’ll be disposing of 
the brush after use, so 
buy cheap “chip” brushes 
— the kind with the 
unfinished handle and 
coarse bristles. These 
work but drop bristles 
like a shedding sheepdog. 
For that reason, I source 
cheap nylon bristle 
brushes from dollar and 
variety stores. Often sold 
three for a buck or two, 
these tend to shed less 
than chip brushes.

Anti-fouling paint 
is heavy, and many 
stores will not place 
it on a shaker, though 
some will. Check in 
advance. If you cannot 
get it shaken, invert 
the can for a day prior 
to use. This will allow 
the heavy solids to mix 
a little. Then purchase 
a mixing wheel/paddle 
that fits in an electric 
drill and use this. Use 
a stir stick periodically 
in a scooping motion to 
pull up material from the 
bottom of the can. Then 
resume power-mixing 
until you are sure the 
contents are well-mixed. 
This can take 10 or 15 
minutes, so be patient. 
It’s important to the 
paint’s performance.

You will find a useful 
video tip about stirring 
anti-fouling paint at 
boatingmag.com/
bottom-painting-tips.

CRYSTAL 
BALL

Dear Doc, will 
an oil analysis 
tell me the state 
of my engine? 

It’s running fine but has some 
years on it, and I would like to 
gauge the remaining life and 
reliability I might expect it to 
deliver. Can you help?

Tom Donohoe

Nashville, Tennessee

TOON SAUCE
Aluminum’s property of 
spontaneously forming a 
protective layer of oxide 
makes it durable and ideal 
for marine use. Heck, lower 
maintenance and durability 
are a couple of the reasons 
why many U.S. Coast Guard 
boats are built from unpaint-
ed aluminum. But many 
recreational boaters expect 
a higher level of aesthetics 
than “dull gray and durable.” 
Even anodized and painted 
aluminum require cleaning 
and weather protection.

I applied Toon Sauce to 
the anodized aluminum pipe 
work supporting my boat’s 
T-top in order to test it.

First of all, it did remove 

stains on the tubing when 

not appear to harm the an-
odized finish. (I also applied 
some to a piece of painted 

untoward occurred.) I cannot 
say how long the protective 
coating it leaves behind will 
last because I tested it just 
prior to deadline. Be sure to 
shake it well. And do apply 
from the bottom up as the 
directions state. (When I 
applied it from the top, the 

“shadows.”) It supposedly 
works better on wet alumi-
num, a feature pontooners 

for $19.99 at boatbling.net. 
—Kevin Falvey P
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Discover what’s possible at BetterOnTheEdge.com

At EdgeWater, we believe there is a world of new memories to be found by venturing just 

beyond the limitations of the everyday. It’s what inspired us to build a line of luxury boats that 

empower boaters and families to go farther and do more than previously thought possible. 

EDGE OFTHE

POSSIBILITY

262CX POWERED BY



 BOAT DOCTOR /// Q & A

32  |  B O AT I N G M A G . C O M  |  M AY  2 0 1 8

P
H

O
T

O
: 

W
E

S
T

 M
A

R
I
N

E

Q:WHAT’S
THE
BRIGHT
IDEA?

Dear Doc, when I walk around 
the marina, I notice that a lot of 
spotlights in the boats are facing 
aft instead of ahead. Is there a 
reason for this? Do the lights have 
a default position? It seems to me 
that if the light was turned on before 
being rotated forward, they would 
blind the skipper and take away his 
night vision.

Bill Simms
Charlotte, South Carolina

A:Many captains will run with the light rotated to face aft 
when not in use to prevent the lens from getting coated 

with salt (although it often does anyway), diminishing the 
output from the spotlight when it is turned on.

all filters, then refill with 
fresh fuel.

WAX OR POLISH?
Q: What’s the difference 
between boat wax and 
boat polish?

John McCaf ery
San Francisco, California

A: In a simpler world, wax 
is a protective coating that 
goes on top of a substrate 
and helps enhance and 
preserve shine. Polish is a 
substance containing mild 
abrasives or chemicals that 
wear a small surface layer 
away from the substrate in 
order to allow a clean, bright 
surface to show. A polish 
may include some form of 
wax or other protectant.

In the actual world, 
the terms are muddied by 
dozens of makers com-
peting for boat-detailing 
dollars. Many products are 

FUELED AGAIN
Q: I think the fuel in my 
boat’s fuel tank has turned 
sour over the winter. The 
engine starts but doesn’t 
run right or for long, and the 
fuel filter shows some goop 
in it. What can I add to the 
fuel to restore it?

Steve Hess
Armonk, New York

A: There is no additive that 
can restore bad gasoline. 
From your description, it 
sounds like the fuel in your 
boat’s tank has undergone 
what is sometimes called 
“phase separation.” This is 
not an uncommon occur-
rence thanks to the use of 
ethanol as an extender in 
gasoline. I recommend you 
contact an environmental 
services company to dispose 
of the bad gas responsibly. 
Be sure to drain the boat en-
gine’s fuel system. Replace 

 combination formulas. I 
suggest focusing on what 
you want to achieve and 
then asking fellow boaters 
what has worked for them.

DRAIN PAIN
Q: I stripped my brass drain 
plug while installing it. How 
can I remove the drain plug 
and rethread the drain?

Michael Bale
Columbia, South Carolina

A: Michael, you may be 
able to remove the plug and 
run a thread tap through 
the drain to clean up the 
threads. However, I recom-
mend simply purchasing 
an entirely new drain-plug 
assembly. Remove the old 
one and bed the new fitting 
in a polyurethane adhesive 
sealant. There’s no sense 
in having to second-guess 
such a simple yet critical 
boat fixture.

WET AGAIN
Q: Dear Mick, we own a 
1985 Sea Ray 250 kept on 
Lake Powell. We have not 
used the boat for many 
seasons now and want to 
get back in the water this 
summer. It was winter-
ized before going into dry 
storage. What should be 
done to ensure safety and 
reliablility after being in  
storage that long?

Larry and Diana 

DiGuglielmo

Lake Powell, Arizona

A: First, make sure there 
is no water in the fuel. 
If you boated anywhere 
but in your dry desert 
climate, I would recom-
mend disposing properly 
of the old fuel. There are 
kits/products you can 
purchase that allow 
you to sample the fuel. 
(Sar-Gel paste is one, 
spatco.com.) You can 
also send a siphon to 
the bottom of the tank, 
since gas floats on water. 
Access the fuel tank 
interior by removing the 
fuel-gauge sending unit. 
If water is found, siphon 
it out. Carry extra water-
separating fuel-filter 
elements and check your 
fuel filter’s drain bowl 
regularly. Change the 
element as needed.

Replace the spark 
plugs, belts and all 
filters. Lubricate all 
service points. Change 
the engine oil and drive-
gear oil, and charge 
the batteries. Start the 
engine. Make sure the 
throttle and shift oper-
ate smoothly before you 
head out on the lake.

Go boating, being 
extra attentive to the 
engine. I recommend an 
EPIRB or other rescue 
beacon when boating 
in remote locations like 
Lake Powell. Be safe 
and enjoy. 
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4 LUGS 5 LUGS

measure in millimeters for 
more precision. For wheels 
with an even number of lugs, 
measure center to center 
between opposite lugs/holes 
in the rim. If your wheel has 
an odd number of lugs, choose 
any lug bolt and measure the 

TRAILER TRAVAIL
Q: Hey Mick. I have a 
 15-foot Boston Whaler on a 
 Venture trailer and do a lot 
of trailering. The tires are 
13 inches and wore out within 
two years. Can I replace the 
13-inch for a 14- or 15-inch 
tire and wheels as long as 
the wheels have five bolts? 
Thanks.

Tony Govoni
Fairless Hills, Pennsylvania

A: You need to make sure 
of a couple of things before 
changing wheel sizes on 
your boat trailer. One: Make 
sure you have clearance for 
the height and width of the 
new tires and rims. Two: 
Make sure the bolt pattern 
matches.

distance between the back 
of one lug to the center of 
another that is directly across 
from it.  

Of course, since you have 
the existing wheels, you 
might try dabbing some chalk 
or grease on the tip of each lug 
and pressing a sheet of card 
stock against the wheel to 
capture the pattern. Take it 
to your local marine supply or 
trailer store and purchase the 
correct rims. 

ASK THE DOCTOR
Send questions to Mick with 
your name and address to: 
boatdr@boatingmag.com or 
The Boat Doctor, Boating, 460 
N. Orlando Ave., Suite 200, 
Winter Park, FL 32789.

The bolt pattern is the 
 diameter of an imaginary cir-
cle drawn through the centers 
of the wheel lugs. For exam-
ple, a bolt diameter listed as 
“4 x 4.50” indicates a four-lug 
wheel with a 4½-inch bolt 
diameter. You may want to 
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“BEST DAY EVER” 
SOUNDS EVEN BETTER 

SCREAMED INTO THE WIND.

Imagine a boat that’s sporty, has 

head-turning style and is roomy 

enough for an entire family. Now 

imagine that boat is yours. 

Our SPX 230 gives you the 

performance and luxury you want 

from Sea Ray at an incredibly 

affordable price. Choose from 

convenient options packages for 

fishing and water sports. You even 

have the option of an outboard. 

From fit to finish, it’s designed to 

give your entire family a thrill. 

L A U N C H  I N T O  L I V I N G

S E A R A Y . C O M



 

TOOLS AND
SUPPLIES

SKILL LEVEL

FINISH TIME

36  |  B O AT I N G M A G . C O M  |  M AY  2 0 1 8

DIY
+ Weekend 
Workbook

BOAT DOCTOR /// W E E K E N D  W O R K B O O K

• Fell Marine MOB+ Base-

pack, includes xHub and 

xFob Multifob and assort-

ed connectors with heat-

shrink collars ($199.99, 

fellmarine.com)

• In-line marine fuse hold-

er and 1- to 3-amp fuse

• Power drill

• 2  1/8 -inch hole saw

• Crimping tool

• Wire cutters/strippers

• Online manual and videos 

available at support

center.fellmarine.com

A safety-stop lanyard — aka engine kill 
switch — comes standard with marine 
power systems to instantly shut down 
propulsion if the helmsman gets tossed 
from the boat. Yet many skippers forget that 
they’re tethered and walk away from the 
wheel, inadvertently killing the engine. It 
can happen at inopportune times such as 
while docking. 

Fell Marine’s MOB+ wireless man-
overboard systems resolve this issue. 
Essentially, a remote xFob that you wear 

connects wirelessly using the WiMEA 
protocol to a Fell xHub on the boat. When a 
wearer falls overboard, it breaks the signal 
and the engine shuts down. A shutdown 
also occurs when the xFob is approximately 
50 feet from the boat. The system allows for 
a restart of the engine with an automatic 
override function so crewmembers can 
rescue someone who has fallen overboard.

Here’s now to install the Fell MOB+ 
Multifob Basepack on a single-engine boat. 
—Jim Hendricks

INSTALLING A
REMOTE KILL SWITCH

Approx. 2 hours

1 OF 5

A Fell Marine engine kill switch off ers safety and freedom move to about the deck.
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CONNECT SIGNAL 

WIRES Two of the remaining 

three pigtails are used to connect 

the signal wires to the existing 

kill switch on your boat. To deter-

mine which two, visit fellmarine

.com for a wire schematic for 

your engine brand. For a Mercury 

Marine engine, connect the xHub 

gray wire to the black/yellow wire 

leading to the Merc kill switch; 

connect the xHub orange wire to 

the black wire leading to the Merc 

kill switch. To retain the function-

ality of the safety-stop lanyard, 

leave the existing wires connected 

to the kill switch, but “T” into 

them with xHub wires.

INSTALL THE xHUB 

Select a spot near the wheel 

and cut a standard 2  1/16 -inch-

diameter hole, making sure you 

have clearance behind it for the 

6  1/2-inch-long xHub antenna (it is 

fl exible and can bend slightly). 

Remove the xHub nut and attach 

the antenna to the back of the 

unit. Feed the antenna into the 

hole and place the xHub in 

the hole, making sure the gasket 

rests between the xHub and the 

dash panel and that the battery in-

dicator is at the top. Hand-tighten 

the xHub nut from behind. Attach 

the fi ve-pin connector cable to the 

back of the unit. 

TEST THE SYSTEM Test 

while tied to a dock. Turn on the 

engine. If you wired the system 

to the existing kill switch, pull 

the lanyard to ensure it works. 

Reconnect the lanyard and restart 

the engine. Submerge the xFob 

Multifob in the ocean or lake, or 

walk with it until the engine stops. 

The xHub will light up red and 

emit a sound signal to indicate a 

man overboard. The automatic 

override function will engage six 

seconds after the signal is broken, 

and you can restart without con-

necting an xFob. The engine can 

also be stopped by simply clicking 

the xFob.

CONNECT TO POWER 

Take care to turn off the onboard 

battery power before wiring the 

connector cable to an onboard 

power source. The connector 

cable has a fi ve-wire color-coded 

pigtail. Connect the red (positive) 

wire to a stable, positive 12-volt 

DC source with a 1- to 3-amp fuse 

with either a marine in-line fuse 

holder or a fuse block, neither of 

which is supplied with the Fell 

system. Connect the black (neg-

ative) wire to an onboard ground 

terminal. If it is necessary to 

extend the positive or negative 

wires, be sure to use 16/20 AWG 

wire at the minimum.

With this system, up 

to four xFob Multi-

fobs can be paired 

to the xHub at the 

same time, extending 

safety to multiple 

crewmembers. These 

sell for $39.99 and 

have a 300-hour 

battery life. An xTag 

accessory ($24.99) 

lets you wear it on 

a neck lanyard, your 

belt or a life jacket. 

You can also get the 

xBand accessory in 

fi ve colors ($19.99) 

and three camo 

patterns ($24.99) for 

your wrist.

+
MULTIFOB
OPTIONS

TIP
TIP If your boat 

has an NMEA 

2000 system 

already 

installed, you 

can use this 

system as a 12-

volt DC power 

supply if you 

have enough 

power available 

to extend the 

NMEA 2000 

backbone. 

Check nmea

.org to calculate 

the power 

availability in 

your system.

On boat helms made of 

aluminum, the wireless 

signal may be degraded. 

If the signal is poor, you 

can install a separate 

external antenna 

outside the helm area to 

increase signal strength. 

To learn more, visit 

fellmarine.com.
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212X

Y A M A H A B O A T S . C O M

Introducing  
SURFPOINTE™

The 212X and 242X are fully-equipped wakesurf boats that do so 

much more. Both feature SurfPointe, an innovation that creates 

a clean, powerful wake for the ultimate in watersports fun. We 

designed our Wake Series boats with comfortable, spacious 

interiors and the award-winning swim platform for both relaxing 

and action-packed days on the water.

©2018 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved. Follow instructional materials and obey all laws. Drive responsibly, wearing 

protective apparel. Always drive within your capabilities, allowing time and distance for maneuvers, and respect others around you. Don’t 

drink and drive. FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT YAMAHABOATS.COM OR CALL 1.800.88.YAMAHA.

BUILT FOR THAT

Personal
   HIGHLIGHT REELS

242X
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I own a variety of life jackets for a variety 
of uses. My belt pack serves for evening 
cruises and other quiet-water use when I am 
accompanied. My infl atable vest is great for 
when I’m of shore fi shing with friends. When 
I’m out on open water by myself, I often choose 
the vest pictured here. Inherently buoyant, it’s 
reliable and requires little attention, and the 
pockets come in handy. It’s not meant to be 
presented as the “best” life jacket. Instead, I’d 
like you to consider the features it possesses 
and the customizations I’ve made, in the hope 
that you might benefi t from them in your 
personal boating situation. —Kevin Falvey

REFLECTIVE 

PATCHES This vest 
came with them factory-
installed, but compa-
nies like ACR make 
adhesive refl ectors you 
should consider adding 
to any life jacket not 
equipped with them. 
Apply them high on 
the shoulders and neck 
to ensure they catch a 
searchlight beam when 
you are in the water.

WHISTLE No matter 
how loud you can yell, 
you can’t yell for long 
before losing your 
voice. A whistle allows 
an exhausted person to 
make a loud noise. This 
one easily attached 
to the top strap of my 
life jacket.

BEACON I keep 
my personal locator 
beacon (PLB) strapped 
to the life jacket I am 
wearing. Many of these 
fl oat, but unlike a full-
size EPIRB, they must 
be held so the antenna 
faces the sky. So, even 
if I become exhausted, 
fastening my beacon in 
this fashion ensures it 
will continue to send 
its rescue signal — and 

its strobe light will 
 continue to be seen.

LIGHT Shown is a 
strobe light that is 
absolutely blinding. But 
even a less powerful, 
basic life-jacket light 
will exponentially 
increase your chances 

of being spotted. The 
batteries for these are a 
special long-lasting type.

IDENTIFICATION 
Writing the names of 
crew in waterproof 
marker ensures that 
each crewmember can 
grab the correct jacket 
in an emergency. The 
boat’s name is marked 
on life jackets, and 
everything else that 
might fl oat free in a 
sinking and provide 
a clue to rescuers 
 searching for me.

WATER Emergency 
water packets available 
from camping-supply 

companies ensure I 
can stay hydrated at 
least for a time. This 
means I can stay more 
alert and be more 
readily able to make 
the best decisions to 
help rescuers fi nd me 
and my crew. 

SUNSCREEN It’s not 
silly to protect your face 
from the burning rays 
while fl oating in a life 
jacket. Coated as such, 
my crew and I would be 
in better physical con-
dition — and thus better 
able to assist in our own 
rescue — than if we did 
not have it. 

FOOD l also load the 
life jacket’s pockets 
with a couple of energy 
bars and some Life 
Savers to suck on. At 
the risk of sounding 
repetitive, consuming 
these may help me to 
better help myself.

LINE I keep a 12-foot-
long length of  ¼-inch 
nylon coiled in one 
pocket to tie myself 
and my crewmembers 
together so we do not 
drift apart. Staying 
together is better for 
morale and also makes 
a bigger target for 
 rescuers to spot.

QUICK TIP
Pre-fi t and pre-adjust life-jacket straps for each mem-

ber of your crew. That way, if they are not wearing their 

life jacket when an emergency strikes, it can be put on 

more quickly. Every second counts!
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CUSTOMIZING
A LIFE JACKET
Add accessories and safety items to refl ect
how you boat.



800-621-1251      303products.comW E ’ V E  G O T  Y O U R  N U M B E R ®

CLEAN AND PREVENT MOLD & MILDEW STAINS WITH ONE PRODUCT!

303® 2-in-1 Mold & Mildew Cleaner + Blocker quickly and safely cleans and removes tough mold & mildew stains 
from virtually any water-safe surface. Not only does this product CLEAN unsightly mold and mildew stains that 
have already formed, it will also help PREVENT mold and mildew stains from re-occurring on the treated surface. 
Unlike other mold & mildew cleaner products on the market, this product does NOT contain bleach, and will 
leave behind a fresh scent, with no strong odors to worry about during or after use. Works safely on vinyl, plastic, 
painted surfaces and even safe for use on fabrics! Available in 16 oz. and 32 oz. sizes.

TRY ALL
OUR HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED
MARINE
PRODUCTS:

303®
MULTI-
SURFACE
CLEANER

303®
FABRIC
GUARD

303®
AEROSPACE
PROTECTANT

303®
CITRUS
CLEANER &
DEGREASER
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 PROP-PROTECTED The 
American Boat and Yacht 
Council guidelines state that 
stern ladders should be mount-
ed as far away from the propel-
ler as possible. Many builders 
who place it on the transom 
or extended swim platform 

mount the ladder so that it’s 
angled away from the engine.

 GET A GRIP The steps 
or rungs of boarding ladders 
should be slip-resistant. Look 
for ladder rungs that are 
grooved or have a strip of non-
skid tape. Some have grooved 
or slotted plastic inserts that 
serve as a nonslip surface 
while boarding. This is espe-
cially helpful when trying to 
board in rougher seas.

 IN DEPTH ABYC guide-
lines state that the top surface 
of the lowermost rung or step 

of a boarding ladder must be 
at least 22 inches below the 
waterline while the boat is at 
rest. The farther down the lad-
der goes, the easier it is to use 
while in the water. Look for at 
least a three-step telescoping 
ladder on the swim platform 

and bow platform of any boat 
you’re considering.

 DEPLOYABLE Boarding 
ladders should be able to be 
accessed and deployed by 
someone swimming in the 

water next to the boat. A lot 
of installations are designed 
to be hidden under hatches, 
which helps with dockside 
appeal due to cleaner lines. 
But have you ever tried to lift 
up one of the heavier hatches 
from the water while bob-
bing? Look for recessed in-
stallations that slide out from 
underneath the transom or 
extended swim platform, 
or from a molded-in recess, 
where it is still easy to grab 
and pull into the water.

 HANDLE THIS Another 
important element of reboard-
ing is to have a handhold with-
in reach of the ladder, which 
will help you pull yourself out 
of the water.

 DIY Don’t have a ladder? 
Companies such as Garelick 
and West Marine make stow-
able swim ladders that hang of  
the gunwale. Or you can install 
one. To follow our instructions 
on how to install one, go to 
boatingmag.com/installing-
boarding-ladder.

BOARDING

LADDER
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ABYC Standard H41 lays out the requirement for boats to have boarding access. H41.4.5 states 

that boats should have a “rigid or flexible fitting or part of the hull [that] allows a person to 

reboard from the water without assistance.” Every ABYC-approved boat should have a means 

to reboard from the water built into it. Note that it may not always be a ladder, so look it up in 

your owner’s manual before you head out for a day on the water.

RULES OF THE RUNG

When buying a boat, most boaters probably view the boarding 
ladder as an afterthought, if they notice it at all. Most probably 
don’t pay attention to it until the fi rst time they’re trying to get 
back into the boat from the water. Maybe it’s not such a big deal 
if you struggle to climb back in after a swim, but if someone’s 
fallen overboard — particularly when operating the boat solo 
— and can’t get back into the boat, it could be life and death. 
There are a few dif erent styles to choose from, and not every 
style is ideal for every boat. Here are a few general rules about 
ladders. —Pete McDonald

Look for boarding ladders that 
angle away from the prop, have 
a grab handle nearby, and are 
accessible from the water.

STEP ON UP

The more steps a 
ladder has going 
below the water-
line, the better it is.

QUICK TIP
When buying a new boat, from the showroom fl oor check whether 
the boarding ladder could be easily deployed from the water.



GLASTRON.COM
© 2018, Rec Boat Holdings, LLC. All rights reserved.  ®/TM signifi es trademarks of Glastron, LLC, its ai  liates or suppliers.

We are proud to introduce the GTD Series: revolutionary deck boat with that fun, do-it-all attitude Glastron is known for. 

Bring your friends and bring your friends' friends. Just be sure to stock up on enough sunscreen.  

Learn more at Glastron.com

GTD SERIES
ALL-NEW

DECK BOATS

M A K E  I T  A  G L A S T R O N  S U M M E R

ENDLESS UTILIT Y

The GTD has 3 available cockpit/

windshield confi gurations
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According to both the U.S. Coast Guard and 
insurance-company claim statistics, a huge 
proportion of boat fires start in the engine space.

FIXED FIRE
EXTINGUISHERS
Does your boat need a fi xed fi re-extinguishing system?

Electrical systems and 
batteries are respon-
sible for triggering 
52 percent of those 
blazes, fuel systems get 
5 percent of the blame, 
and fl ammable items 
coming into contact 
with an overheat-
ed exhaust system 
accounts for another 
20 percent. That means 
Class A fi res (combus-
tible materials that 
leave ash), Class B fi res 
(fl ammable liquids) and 

Class C fi res (electrical) 
are all possibilities in 
the engine room. The 
net result? Boats with 
engine rooms need a 
fi xed, automatic fi re-
extinguishing system 
that can handle all three. 

SIZE MATTERS

The volume of your 
engine room or engine 
compartment is what 
determines the size of 
the system you need. 
“Get more than the 
minimum, because the 
minimum is often not 
enough and more is 
always better,” says Bob 
Daley, a 26-year veteran 
captain (retired) of the 
Montgomery County 
Fire Rescue. Daley’s 

own boat is equipped 
with three times the re-
quired extinguishers.

To fi gure out what 
size system you need, 
measure the length, 
width and height of 
your engine room and 
calculate the cubic 
feet. Fixed systems 
are rated by cubic feet 
of  coverage.

WHAT’S INSIDE?

Fixed marine fi re-
extinguishing systems 
commonly contain 
HFC-227 or FM-200 
fi re suppressants, which 
are less environmen-
tally harmful replace-
ments for old-school 
Halon (which is no 
longer sold). A newer 

 option is Novec 1230, a 
3M product claimed to 
be even less impactful 
on the environment, 
which is stored in liquid 
form but discharged 
as a gas. All of these 
options are considered 
equally ef ective at 
squelching fl ames.

These systems trigger 
automatically via a 
temperature sensor, 
and many can also be 
triggered with a manual 

release. It’s important 
to remember, how-
ever, that if a fi xed 
system triggers while 
underway, you need to 
react quickly to shut 
of  engines, blowers, 
generators and other 
equipment, or they may 
need fresh oxygen to 
restart while expelling 
fi re suppressant from 
the intake system. 

INSTALL IT RIGHT

Fixed fi re-extinguishing 

systems are usually 
easy to install because 
they consist of just 
a few main compo-
nents: the extinguish-
er cylinder (which 
usually includes the 
temperature-sensitive 
automatic trigger in 
its nozzle) and, when 
equipped with manual 
abilities, the manual 
discharge trigger and 
the cable connecting 
it to the cylinder. Here 
are some key installa-
tion details:

The nozzle and 
trigger should be 

positioned as close to 
the overhead, center-
line, and as far away as 
possible from air intake 
vents and blowers. 
The cylinder must be 
securely mounted.

Engine, generator 
and  ventilation-system 
automatic-relay 
shutdowns should 
be installed and are 
 necessary on diesel 
boats in order to ensure 
ABYC compliance.
—Lenny Rudow
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Fixed fi re-extinguishing 

systems can be fi tted to 

yachts and in the engine 

space of a runabout.

QUICK TIP
When possible, choose a fi xed system over installing a port 

(into which you jam the nozzle of a portable extinguisher); 

ports can allow additional air into the engine compartment, 

which only helps the fi re burn, and obviously, they can’t be 

triggered automatically if you’re asleep or off the boat.

If your boat currently has a 

portable fire extinguisher 

made by Kidde between 

January 1, 1973, and August 

15, 2017, you need to check 

immediately to make sure 

it isn’t on the list of some 

37.8 million plastic-handled 

extinguishers recently 

recalled. The affected 

extinguishers can become 

clogged or require excessive 

force to discharge and may 

fail. Visit kidde.com to learn 

more or get a replacement.

PROBLEMATIC 
PORTABLES



 Relax, you’re in a Moomba.®

It’s time to soak it all in. For 2018, we put even more craveable features 

into our already epic lineup. Step into one of our all-new boats and you’ll 

understand. Sync up with your obsessions, your life with Moomba® is waiting.

Build yours today at MOOMBA.COM

Skier’s Choice encourages all boating participants to learn and follow safe boating practices. There are risks associated with boating and water sports activities. Be 

mindful of the risks, familiarize yourself with the environment, know your limits, and conduct yourself accordingly. Read your Owner’s Manual and comply with all 

warnings. For additional safety information, please visit the US Coast Guard Auxiliary at www.cgauxed.org or the Water Sports Industry Association at www.wsia.net.
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h is year, my home state of California 
instituted its first-ever boater card program, 
which phases in mandatory boater education 
over eight years, eventually requiring all 
skippers to pass a state-certified boater 
education course and obtain a card issued by 
the state Division of Boating and Waterways. 

GETTING YOUR 
BOATER CARD
State boater card programs improve boating safety for everyone. 

California joins more 
than 40 other states and 
Canada in requiring 
some form of licensing 
or mandatory boater 
education. To provide 
you with the scoop 
about these programs, I 
pulled up the California 
Boater Card website — 
californiaboatercard
.com — and fi lled out 
the application, which 
included a $10 payment 
via credit card. The site 
then referred me to a 
choice of 10 approved 
boating-safety courses. 
I chose the free BoatU.S. 
Foundation online 
course, which includes 
seven sections. 

 “This will be quick, a 
slam dunk,” I thought. 
That’s not exactly the 
way it went down. 
The introduction 

indicates three to four 
hours, but I spent seven 
hours, including a lunch 
break. You can pause 
and return hours or 
days later. The course 
requires that you spend 
a minimum amount 
of time on each page, 
and each of the fi rst six 
sections are followed 
by a 10-question quiz. 
There’s a 75-question 
fi nal exam. Despite 
my 35 years as a boat 
owner, I learned some 
things. For example, I 
believed that 
sailboats 
always 
have 
the 

right of way. But that is 
incorrect.

The course also 
emphasizes that you 
are allowed to ignore 
such rules of the road 
if it means avoiding a 
collision — which is 
the fi rst rule of safe 
navigation.  

I fi nished the 
course and passed the 
fi nal exam — with a 96. 
Within minutes, my 
temporary California 
Boater Card arrived 
via email, with the 

permanent card on its 
way via snail mail.  

While the course and 
test proved not very 
di�  cult for this boating 
veteran, it was tough 
enough that I believe 
some boaters may 
fi nd it challenging to 
achieve the score of 80 
required to pass. Those 
who don’t pass can take 

the fi nal exam as many 
times as necessary in 
order to pass. Some 
courses might also 
require that you review 
the material again 
before each exam. 

A rigorous curriculum 
is a good thing, I believe. 
Knowledge translates 
to safety. I’ve long ad-
vocated for mandatory 
boater education, and 
now that I have earned 
my own California 

Boater Card, the 
concept makes even 
more sense to me.

To learn more 
about boater educa-
tion for your state, 
visit boatus.com 
and click on “State 

Education Require-
ments,” or visit 

nasbla.org and click on 
“Take a Boat Course.” 

—Jim Hendricks

 P
H

O
T

O
S

: (
F

R
O

M
 T

O
P

) 
C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 C

A
L

IF
O

R
N

IA
 D

IV
IS

IO
N

 O
F

 B
O

A
T

IN
G

 A
N

D
 W

A
T

E
R

W
A

Y
S

, K
A

T
H

L
E

E
N

 H
E

N
D

R
IC

K
S



    SURPRISINGLY

        BIG
I M P R E S S I O N

M A K E S  A

T H E  A L L  N E W  V R 4

Starting as low as $23,549*

*Price reflects MSRP in US Dollars, applicable in US only. Dealer sets actual price.  
Additional taxes and fees may apply. See participating dealer for details.

N I M B L E  S T Y L E  A N D  S U B S TA N C E

The new VR4 proves big things do come in compact packages. Its  
overall length of 18 feet makes for effortless towing and storage, while  
clever design gives this sporty bowrider the usable space of boats  
up to two feet longer. The VR4 offers room for 7, flexible seating and  
storage throughout, and is available in both sterndrive and outboard  
power. And like every Bayliner, it’s designed to be easy to use, maintain  
and afford—and last as long as the memories made onboard. 

Build yours at Bayliner.com
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To survive a boating accident, you need to mentally rehearse your 
responses to as many possible risks as you can imagine. �   most 
important safety equipment on board is your brain. But here are 
three of the most important safety devices you should carry.

SA F ET Y  G E A R
 With National Safe Boating week occurring this month, we decided to focus 
all of BoatingLAB’s resources on this category of essential gear.

WEEMS AND PLATH
SOS DISTRESS LIGHT NO. C-1001

This patented fl oating device activates with a 
twist of its Fresnel lens, emitting an SOS signal 
reportedly visible as far as 10 nautical miles. It 
satisfi es Coast Guard signal carriage require-
ments, but only for recreational boats and only 
when accompanied with a day-signal orange 
fl ag — which is included in each package. The 
latter eliminates the need to carry fl ammable, 
toxic chemical-fi re or smoke fl ares.

SUMMARY: This signal was simple to activate 
and required no additional assistance once ac-
tivated. It is waterproof, fl oats and comes with 
a lanyard. The light was far brighter than we 

expected from a single LED. Spare batteries in 
the ditch bag add life, and in our examination, it 
appeared durable enough to stand up to bangs 
and knocks during storage and deployment.

COAST GUARD APPROVED: Yes
SOLAS APPROVED: No
SHELF LIFE: Unlimited with periodic 
battery changes
BURN-TIME SPECS: 60 hours
VISIBILITY: 10 nautical miles
POWERED BY: Three C-cells
BATTERY REPLACEMENT COST: $6
REFLECTOR RANGE: 210 yards; the farthest 
refl ectors began to show diminishing light but 
were still surprisingly strong for a single LED.

OCEAN SIGNAL
RESCUEME EDF1

The EDF1 operates in several light 
modes, ranging from economy to 
high to ultra. It emits a red emer-
gency strobe light in a 360-degree 
hemisphere broadly visible from 
land, sea and air. When it’s fastened 
to a vest, it also has a beam function 
that operates the LEDs on only one 
side. A trigger guard protects the 
device from accidental activation to 
protect the batteries. An SOS setting 
simplifi es signaling distress.

SUMMARY: The device is easy to 
use, the instructions are graphically 

printed right on it, and it projects light 
in a hemispherical orientation to be 
visible above and at 360 degrees. We 
liked the automatic SOS function. 
It doesn’t fl oat and can be tethered 
to a vest but requires attention to 
keep it visible on the water’s surface. 
Our judgment is it would be a useful 
addition to a ditch bag, ideal for night 
distress signaling but unable to meet 
day-signal carriage requirements of 
pyro fl ares.

COAST GUARD APPROVED: No
SOLAS APPROVED: No
SHELF LIFE: Five years
(per warranty)

BURN-TIME SPECS: Six hours
WATERPROOF: Yes (10 meters)
VISIBILITY: Up to 7 nautical miles
POWERED BY: Lithium-ion battery
BATTERY REPLACEMENT 

COST: $40
REFLECTOR RANGE: 150 yards

ELECTRONIC FLARES
Pyrotechnic flares were once the only res-
cue flares approved by the U.S. Coast Guard. 
Not anymore. Recognizing the inherent risk of 
burning flares, particularly on small, crowded 
inflatable rafts, and noting the short burn time, 
the Coast Guard wisely adopted standards for 
approved electronic flares. Some have shelf 
lives of decades, not months, and provide an 
important cost savings and an extra margin of 
safety over burning flares. But so far, only one 

LED flare meets Coast Guard standards for 
rescue equipment.

The Coasties require these flares to be vis-
ible for 7 miles. We wanted to see how they 
compared to each other and set up a special 
test by setting reflective targets at intervals on 
a 210-yard golf fairway and noting the distance 
at which we saw the rescue lights’ illumination 
reflected in the targets. These were our top 
contenders.

A bright, 
long-burning 
life-jacket 
light.

Can this 
electronic 
light eliminate 
pyrotechnic 
fl ares?
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CHECK OUT MORE BOATINGLAB TESTS AT BOATINGMAG.COM.  

PERSONAL LOCATOR BEACONS
At one time, personal locator beacons served only to send a 
one-way message via satellite to rescue personnel. The wait 
for rescue is always painful, but more so when you don’t know 
if anybody knows you need it. Today, however, PLBs have im-
proved astronomically because they can also use satellites for 
other communications, such as texts, family tracking and the 

ability to summon non-emergency towing assistance. Some 
can even receive a message, such as “help is on the way.”

We cold-started each device and initiated a test message to 
see how long it took to link to its satellite constellation and re-
ceive the message via Gmail. We assume this process should 
approximate the time needed to send and receive an SOS.

ACR
RESQLINK+

The one-way standard for emergency personal locator beacons, it 
communicates with high-orbit satellites, transmitting the distress 
signal. General rescue locale is determined mathematically by the 
satellites and reported directly to rescue operators. Once they’re in 
the vicinity, the PLB is tracked by its locator beacon.

SELF-TEST: Receive an email 

and/or SMS text message 

confi rming receipt of your 

beacon self-test using the 

optional subscription service 

at 406link.com.

RESCUE NETWORKS: 

Cospas-Sarsat, FCC, Canada, 

R&TTE, Australia, New 

Zealand

COVERAGE: Worldwide

COOL BECAUSE: The self-

test function lets you know the 

PLB is hooked up and running. 

A rescue strobe aids night 

location during rescue. Also, it 

connects directly to interna-

tional Cospas-Sarsat rescue 

authorities.

PROS: It gave the fastest 

“OK” transmit time in our test 

and offers free replacement 

if it saves your bacon. The 

communications subscription 

at 406link.com also gives 

low-battery notifi cations.

CONS: It’s able to send only 

one preprogrammed message.

BESTS: Communicates with 

the oldest, most prestigious 

emergency rescue response 

teams from around the entire 

world

GPS: 66 channels

BUOYANT: Yes

WATERPROOF: 16.4 feet/

fl oats

WEIGHT: 5.4 ounces

BATTERY TYPE: Nonhazmat 

lithium

BATTERY LIFE: 30 hours

WARRANTY: Five years

RESCUE COMMUNICA-

TIONS: Cospas-Sarsat

ACTIVATION PROCESS:

Register at beaconregistration

.noaa .gov/rgdb. Subscribe 

to communications services 

at 406link.com.

ACTIVATION COST/

YEAR: Cospas-Sarsat, 

free; 406link.com, from $40 

annually for confi rmation 

emails, SMS and low-battery 

notice

TIME FOR SATELLITE 

CONNECTION: One minute

PRICE: $250; acrartex.com

DELORME
INREACH EXPLORER

This device is a handheld three-in-one GPS, PLB and two-way sat-
ellite communicator. Save and store waypoints and navigate back 
to them while tracking progress on a color-coded map. A digital 
compass, altimeter and accelerometer improve utility. Connect iOS 
or Android devices loaded with the free DeLorme Earthmate app 
via Bluetooth and you can download maps, track your progress on 
the Web, and create and manage routes and navigate to them. The 
device becomes an operating partner with the InReach.

SELF-TEST: You can send 

and receive text messages 

worldwide using the Iridium 

system. Send 160-character 

text messages to fi ve estab-

lished contacts. Link it with 

the Earthmate app to receive 

and share your position.

RESCUE NETWORKS: The 

international GEOS rescue 

coordination center receives 

SOS messages 24/7 and 

arranges local rescue assets.

COVERAGE: Worldwide

COOL BECAUSE: With the 

InReach service, you can plan 

trips, routes and messaging 

online and execute them with 

the device. Pelagic anglers 

use the device in partnership 

with Roffer’s sea-temperature 

service to update custom 

fi shing plans.

PROS: Two-way communica-

tions are fun and reassuring.

CONS: The small screen 

makes navigation awkward.

BESTS: Most versatile 

adventure tool

GPS: 32 channels

BUOYANT: No, but a fl oating 

sleeve is available.

WATERPROOF: 3.3 feet

WEIGHT: 6.7 ounces

BATTERY TYPE: Lithium

BATTERY LIFE: 100 hours

WARRANTY: One year

RESCUE COMMUNICA-

TIONS: Iridium satellite 

network, two-way information

ACTIVATION PRO-

CESS: Register online, select 

communications service, and 

designate contacts

ACTIVATION COST/

YEAR: From $144 (from $12 

monthly)

TIME FOR SATELLITE 

CONNECTION: Eight minutes 

(one minute for a reply)

PRICE: $380; 

inreachdelorme.com

The  ACR 

ResQLink+ fl oats. 

 The DeLorme 

InReach Explorer is 
a three-in-one device.



ScarabJetBoats.com

With more space, more fl exibility and more style, a boat like this 

shouldn’t be possible, but Scarab loves shattering convention. 

Learn more at ScarabJetBoats.com

165 ID 195 ID 215 ID 255 ID

See the full line from 16' - 25' at ScarabJetBoats.com

OPEN THE POSSIBILITIES...AGAIN

255OPEN
25' CENTER CONSOLE JET
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LIFE JACKETS
The numbers are sobering.  According to the 2016 Recreational 
Boating Statistics published by the U.S. Coast Guard, 80 per-
cent of boating deaths are due to drowning, 83 percent of 
victims were not wearing a life jacket, and two-thirds of drown-
ing victims are good swimmers. While boating deaths have 
been trending downward, 701 people still died as a result of 

boating accidents during 2016. Choosing to wear a life jacket 
is the best way ensure fewer boating deaths. 

But which life jacket should you choose? There are an as-
toundng array of styles and types of life jackets to choose 
from. To help you make the best selection, we’ve tested these 
two highly wearable examples for your consideration.

BASS PRO SHOPS
A/24 IN-SIGHT

You wear an infl atable life jacket because it’s like not wearing one, and you want them to look good 

too. This one is styled up with contrasting colors, plus refl ective patches that can be illuminated 

hundreds of yards from a light source. The neoprene collar adds comfort in the places it inevitably 

contacts the neck and face. A handy D-ring makes a good place to attach accessories and tools.

PROS: We like its look, feel, and the proven 

reliability of its trigger system. At 22.5 pounds of 

fl otation, that’s almost 50 percent more buoy-

ancy than a standard Type III life jacket.

CONS: The dissolving bobbin trigger takes three 

to fi ve seconds to infl ate the vest — hence, they 

are only recommended for swimmers.

BUOYANCY: 22.5 pounds

TRIGGER: Dissolving bobbin

CHEST SIZE: Fits 30 to 52 inches

CLOSURE: Hook-and-loop tape (not speaking of 

the buckle)

REARM: Annually or after use

COST: $139.99

TEST RESULTS: In most of our tests, the 

crash-test dummy went straight down to the 

bottom, but in this trial, he fell sideways into 

the water, fl oundering at the surface. The 

infl atable bobbin trigger activated just as 

rapidly as it did in competitors and stabilized 

the victim.

REARMING: The Velcro collar closures are eas-

ier to manage than zippers and were reliable in 

our testing. Choosing between them is a matter 

of preference.

CONCLUSIONS: Marketed for inland boaters, 

it still boasts over 20 pounds of buoyancy, more 

than standard offshore life jackets.

BEST FOR: Because of its smaller bladder 

size, it is recommended for inland and inshore 

boating, where rescue is apt to be faster and 

seas calmer.

MUSTANG SURVIVAL
ELITE 38 MODEL MD5283

Mustang Survival is the brand many commercial mariners have relied on since 1967. That the 

jackets are pricier is immediately apparent and supported in style and design. Foremost, the 

hydrostatic trigger infl ates the air bladder the moment it sinks 4 inches below the water, which 

is when hydrostatic pressure triggers it. Finely woven nylon fabric is tough, the cut minimizes 

chafi ng around the face and neck, and rubber reinforcement protects the most exposed areas. 

The back is wide and soft for support and comfort and ventilated for warm-weather wear.

PROS: Hydrostatic infl aters are the fastest 

infl aters and can’t be triggered by rain or spray. 

The provided 38 pounds of buoyancy is enough 

to right an unconscious person and hold their 

face out of the water in the roughest conditions.

CONS: The trigger system is heavier and bulk-

ier and costs $100 or more than lighter-weight 

but slower-dissolving bobbin-triggered devices.

BUOYANCY: 38 pounds

CHEST SIZE: Fits 30 to 52 inches

TRIGGER: Hydrostatic

CLOSURE: Nylon zipper

REARM: Annually

COST: $260

TEST RESULTS: The hydrostatic trigger 

activated almost immediately after being dunked 

and surfaced in our test.

REARMING: The CO2 cartridge and trigger are 

fi xed together, and the cartridge fi ts inside the 

air bladder. The process is tricky; once accom-

plished, it’s easily repeated.

CONCLUSIONS: Hydrostatic triggers won’t 

deploy because of dampness caused by rain 

and don’t rely on a dissolving bobbin.

BEST FOR: These are the most expensive 

devices, and the rearming kits include a new 

hydrostatic sensor, so we recommend them for 

serious offshore boaters or professionals who 

are accustomed to detailed maintenance of all 

their gear.

 The A/24 In-Sight 
offers comfort and 
high buoyancy.

Mustang’s Elite 
38 MD5283 is fast-infl ating 
and reliable.



 &  While the 236CC was designed for use as a coastal fishing boat, it's really a multi-purpose boat that 
can be used for lots of activities — pulling kids on a tube, cruising to dinner, or just a leisurely ride along the waterways.

With seating for up to twelve passengers, rod holders and storage throughout, and a changing compartment that can be 
upgraded with an optional porta potti, the 236CC is ready for a full day of fun on the water with family and friends!

236CC Deck Boat   23’ 8”  |  101” beam  |  3648 lbs (w/ popular engine)  |  68 gal fuel capacity  |  12 ppl, 3250 lbs
. /
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Mega center consoles are no longer new, but the new Belzona 40CC is certainly 
unique in this increasingly popular class of boats. For one, it’s not merely a fishing 
boat. It’s designed to be a dive boat, an entertainment platform, an offshore fishing 
vessel, and a boat that can make an easy run over to the Bahamas. Its unique fea-
ture is the sliding cockpit door to starboard that has become the builder’s signature 
calling card. No other manufacturer builds anything like it, a fiberglass component 
that slides aft on a stainless-steel trolley system mounted on a self-lubricating 
track. It’s so much more than a dive door. In fact, it’s wide enough to  accommodate 

M

BELZONA

40CC

#3069

This mega center console really does offer  

something for everybody.

C
CERTIFIED

TEST 
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 wheelchair entry from a dock. But there’s more to this boat to 
 consider, starting with its performance.

While the 40CC can be rigged with quadruple outboards, our 
test boat came equipped with triple Mercury 350 Verados, which 
did an exemplary job of getting this 16,900-pound boat off and 
running. When I pushed down the throttles, the 40CC  smoothly 
climbed onto plane with no appreciable bow rise obstructing the 
view from the helm — aided in part by the aft keel pad that helps 

generate lift. The deep-V hull tapers to 22 degrees of deadrise at 
the transom. Visibility from the helm station, raised 13 inches 
above the aft cockpit, is excellent at all times through the forward-
raked windshield that protects the crew from the elements. 
With the engines reving between 4,500 and 5,000 rpm, the boat 
hit its sweet spot, settling into a mid-30s cruising speed that felt 
smooth and dialed in, tracking straight and true in a tight chop 
and steady crosswind. We hit 53 mph at wide-open throttle, 

To view more photos and additional information for the 

Belzona 40CC, go to boatingmag.com/3069. To view 

an accommodation plan for this boat, scan this tag!
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never once feeling the 1-foot bay chop we 
blasted through while underway. Adding 
the fourth outboard should boost top-
end speed by about 5 mph. Turning and 
handling felt surprisingly responsive for a 
40-foot boat. And back at the marina, the 
joystick control made docking a nonevent.

The 40CC’s deck layout is also differ-
ent than what is typical of the genre. As 
mentioned, the helm station is  elevated 
from the main cockpit, accessed via 
walk-throughs to each side. Rather than 
the stadium-seating arrangement — 
forward-facing rows of seats — found on 
competitors such as the Boston Whaler 
420 Outrage ($803,882 with quadruple 
300 Verados), the Belzona features a 
single pedestal-mounted captain’s chair 
in front of the wheel with an L-shaped 
lounge behind it. Belzona says the design 

encourages more socialization. The cap-
tain’s chair rotates so the driver can join 
the conversation when the boat is at rest. 
Mount the table there to create a dinette. 
The steering wheel on our test boat was 
offset to port, but during the build pro-
cess it can be shifted to center at the own-
er’s request. A second pedestal chair can 
be added, and many of the features can be 
customized to the owner’s liking. Belzona 
will also be adding a lockable glove box 
in future production, as well as a much-
needed passenger grab rail at the helm.

The aft cockpit features flip-down jump 
seats and a transom bench, as well as a 
portside walk-through to the extended 
platform behind the transom. Our test 
model featured a barbecue on the enter-
tainment center of what would be called 
the leaning-post station on a typical cen-
ter console. Belzona will also customize 
this real estate to suit the owner’s needs. 
A sturdy hardtop covers the helm area, 
and an electric SureShade extends over 
the cockpit at the push of a button. Fishy 
types can add a tower to the hardtop. Our 
tester’s hardtop featured four  rear-facing 

Bazooka speakers. The hardtop piping also 
has seven built-in overhead rod holders. 
Just be sure to remove any rods before you 
try to deploy the SureShade.

Creature comforts? Coaming bolsters 
wrap the inwales from stem to stern, and 
the SeaDek flooring underfoot cushions 
your feet while providing traction. Per-
haps no spot exudes comfort more than 
the bow area, which resembles that of a 
European cruiser. It features wraparound 
seating with a recessed grab rail and stra-
tegically placed cup holders and stereo 
speakers. The area just forward of the 
helm, elevated to accommodate the cabin 
below, sports twin sun loungers with ad-
justable backrests. The front of that area 
features a forward-facing love seat with 
adjustable armrests.

The cabin is bright and spacious, with 
6 feet 7 inches of headroom. It features a 
dinette that can be converted to a  V-berth 
for overnighting. The head to port is well-
appointed and features a separate shower. 
The galley on our test model was small, 
featuring a microwave and refrigerator 
just below the ship’s systems, but Belzona 
can install a larger galley at the owner’s 
request. Belzona is owned and built by 
avid boaters who understand that dif-
ferent people like to use and equip their 
boats a certain way. With the new 40CC, 
the ways to use and enjoy it are many. 
—Pete McDonald

High Points 
X Antennas and navigation lights on the 

hardtop lower with the push of a button for 

bridge transit.

X Visibility from the elevated helm is excellent 

through the wide forward-raked windshield.

X Sliding dive door to the starboard-side of the 

cockpit is a Belzona staple.

Low Points 
X Extended engine-mounting platform behind 

the transom makes it hard to swing big fish 

around the outboards.

XNeeds an additional grab handle at the helm 

for passengers, which Belzona says it is 

adding onto production models.

· LOA: 39'6" · BEAM: 12'0" · DRAFT: 2'8"

· DISPLACEMENT (APPROX.): 16,900 lb.

· DEADRISE: 22 degrees · BRIDGE CLEARANCE: 

11'0" · MAX HEADROOM: 6'7" · FUEL CAPACITY: 

500 gal. · WATER CAPACITY: 60 gal. · MAX 

HORSEPOWER: 1,400 · AVAILABLE POWER: 

Mercury outboards

Price: $745,681
(as tested)

During the build process, 
the 40CC is pre-cut to fit a 
Seakeeper 3 gyrostabilizer 
upon request, so the boat 
doesn’t have to be altered 

to add this popular option.

HOW WE TESTED: 

ENGINES: TRIPLE MERCURY 350 VERADO OUT-

BOARDS PROPS: REVOLUTION 4 161/4"  X 17" 

4-BLADE STAINLESS STEEL GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1 

FUEL LOAD: 250 GAL. CREW WEIGHT: 380 LB.

B E L Z O N A  M A R I N E
Miami Lakes, Florida; 305-512-3200;

belzonamarine.com

SPEED  EFFICIENCY     OPERATION
 naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range  angle level

1000   5.21  6.00  2.80  1.86  2.14  838  964  2  66 

1500   7.04  8.10  4.40  1.60  1.84  720  828  2  67 

2000   8.78  10.10  6.00  1.46  1.68  658  758  5  70 

2500   10.08  11.60  9.80  1.03  1.18  463  533  3  76 

3000   13.38  15.40  22.00  0.61  0.70  274  315  2  78 

3500   17.29  19.90  27.00  0.64  0.74  288  332  2  79 

4000   23.46  27.00  32.00  0.73  0.84  330  380  2  79 

4500   28.24  32.50  39.00  0.72  0.83  326  375  2  80 

5000   33.98  39.10  51.50  0.66  0.76  297  342  2  84 

5500   38.50  44.30  63.00  0.61  0.70  275  316  2  87 

6000   43.28  49.80  90.00  0.48  0.55  216  249  2  90 

6400   46.06  53.00  93.00  0.50  0.57  223  256  0  92          

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED
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why we belong...

We are the faces of BoatU.S. sail boaters and power boaters, new and seasoned, coastal and land 

locked. We are passionate about boating and we want to make the most out of our time on the water. That’s 

why we’re a part of the oldest and largest Association of boaters, because we know it’s better to belong. 

JOIN US TODAY! 
BoatUS.com/Membership

$24
a year

ADVOCACY

EXPERT ADVICE

COMMUNITY DISCOUNTS
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With its agile hull, clean modern lines, and open, inviting floor plan, Rinker’s Q7 OB will 
likely be a hit not just underway but also at the sandbar. Still, that darn blender will prob-
ably overshadow all at first glance. Say what? The blender, a magnificent stainless-steel 
Waring, pivots out of its hiding space within the cockpit refreshment center’s countertop, 
already solidly mounted to the hatch that conceals it, permanently wired and ready to 
mix up the boat drinks. That it’s not an option on the Q7 but rather a standard feature 
speaks volumes about the Rinker brand and its designers. Yes, they’re not afraid of a gim-
mick to catch your attention, but they also truly understand how the target audience uses W

SCAN ME

  To view our 

online photo 

gallery of the 

Rinker Q7 OB, 

scan this 

tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/3070.
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its boats. Probably because they use them a lot themselves.
 That practical knowledge and attention to detail is revealed 

throughout. Check out the interior. Forward, the bow cockpit in-
vites a crew to socialize, or just a pair to stretch out against the gen-
tly sloping seat backs, but it’s the depth that immediately caught my 
attention. Even at its lowest point, there’s still well over 3 feet of in-
terior wall enveloping passengers. That depth sinks bow occupants 
below the captain’s sightline to maintain a safer view. It also offers 

security for crew (and peace of mind for parents), especially in the 
open, rougher waters this boat can readily call home. 

 Step through the walk-through windshield into the main 
cockpit and the same secure feeling continues. Captain and mate 
get twin bucket seats, each with enveloping support and a flip-up 
bolster. Aft, a 5-foot-2-inch-by-4-foot L-shaped bench awaits to 
starboard; to port, a 4-foot-10-inch couch completes the social ac-
commodations. Like the bow seating, each features a streamlined 

RINKER

Q7 OB

#3070

Speedy, seaworthy and, dare we say, sexy, this new 

Rinker delivers much to recommend it.
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profile, with supportive padding, minimal-
ist accent striping, and a carved-out inwale 
for storage and the requisite cup holders. 
Stainless-steel grab handles are located 
above all seat backs so that no passenger 
is left wanting for a handhold. Behind the 
helm, the aforementioned refreshment 
center includes a sink, stainless-steel fau-
cet, and plenty of solid-surface counter 
space. Add the side-mounted pedestal table 
and the optional electric fridge featured 
on our test boat, and the drinks and hors 
d’oeuvres are ready to take center stage. 

 At anchor or nosed into the sandbar, 
that cockpit crowd will likely spill onto the 
aft platform. Here, Rinker designers mixed 
form and function with a unique take on an 
outboard’s seating and swim platform. Rec-
ognizing that passengers would most likely 
trod over a cushioned rumble seat, they 
maintained the padded seat back but re-
placed the bottom with an extra-thick layer 

of EVA traction material, finished with 
a soft, brushed texture. With the padded 
backrest, it makes a suitable perch when 
coving or gearing up for watersports but 
also offers a smart way to navigate around 
the outboard motor when boarding or dis-
embarking from the stern. Dual swim plat-
forms flank the bracket-mounted motor 
and provide a spot for skiers and boarders 
to gear up or swimmers to come aboard via 
the three-step stainless-steel ladder. 

 Dig deeper into the boat and the not-so-
obvious details continue to impress. Rather 
than the typical open cavern, the space 
below the helm is cleanly finished with 
composite lumber and features dedicated 
storage for both the 25-quart Igloo cooler 
and cockpit table, as well as a shelf and deep 
cylindrical trash can, which can be mount-
ed to brackets on the door’s interior. The 
3-foot-10-inch-by-2-foot-2-inch-by-2-foot-
10-inch head compartment within the port 
console features a fiberglass liner, for both 
showroom appeal and low maintenance, a 
fiddled shelf and standard port-a-potty. The 
stowage space below most cockpit cushions 
is cleanly finished with low-maintenance 

roto-molded tubs. The clean dash swaps 
out multiple gauges for a single Simrad 
GO7 touchscreen display; lighted rocker 
switches with resettable breakers are ar-
rayed below. To the left of the Gussi wheel 
resides the Kicker KMC10 head unit with 
Bluetooth capability; to the right is a padded 
vertical mount to secure your phone.

 Our test boat was powered by a  Mercury 
300 Verado Pro, a powerful, quiet mo-
tor mounted off the transom on a custom 
bracket. It pushed the boat onto plane in 
4.8 seconds with surprisingly minimal bow 
rise, and passed the 30 mph benchmark in 
8.3 seconds. Top speed peaked at 53.9 mph. 
Economy? Most efficient cruise occurred at 
22 mph, where the engine burned 8.5 gph. 
The hull handled our test day’s light chop 
with confidence and banked smoothly into 
turns, holding its line without hiccup.

 Overall, it’s a design both similar to yet 
different than Sea Ray’s nearly identically 
sized SDX 270 OB ($104,593 with Mercury 
300 XL Verado Pro outboard). Both craft 
feature similar profiles and interior layouts. 
Sea Ray squares off the bow to enhance in-
terior room in the forward cockpit, opts for 
doublewide helm and passenger seats with 
flip-over backrests, and sacrifices space in 
the main cockpit in favor of an aft sun pad 
and full-width swim platform. The head 
compartment includes a sink, pullout 
sprayer and opening portlight, but  Rinker’s 
standards list includes the Simrad display, 
Bimini top, and the wet bar with sink and 
faucet. And yes, one very cool blender 
that will make you a hit at the sandbar. 
—Jeff Hemmel

�   Q Series running 
surface is based off the 
former Rinker Captiva 

232, the best-selling 
model in the company’s 

75-year history. 
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SPEED  EFFICIENCY     OPERATION
 naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range  angle level

1000   4.34  5.00  1.10  3.95  4.55  260  299  0  56 

1500   5.65  6.50  1.80  3.14  3.61  206  237  1  63 

2000   6.60  7.60  3.00  2.20  2.53  145  166  3  63 

2500   9.12  10.50  4.80  1.90  2.19  125  144  4  67 

3000   13.90  16.00  6.80  2.04  2.35  134  155  5  76 

3500   19.12  22.00  8.50  2.25  2.59  148  170  4  79 

4000   21.72  25.00  10.40  2.09  2.40  137  158  3  79 

4500   27.63  31.80  12.80  2.16  2.48  142  163  2  81 

5000   34.67  39.90  16.50  2.10  2.42  138  159  2  82 

5500   39.89  45.90  20.60  1.94  2.23  127  146  2  84 

6000   44.49  51.20  25.50  1.74  2.01  115  132  2  86 

6420   46.84  53.90  29.50  1.59  1.83  104  120  2  87      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED

AVA I L A B L E  P O W E R :

OUTBOARD

High Points
X Standout details include a full-length 

padded armrest for your throttle elbow and 

forearm, molded-in inwale stowage for dock 

lines along the transom walk-through, gel-

coat hull colors rather than stick-on graph-

ics, and seemingly endless cup holders. 

X Generous in-floor ski locker has room for a 

variety of tow toys; the hatch is finished off 

with a rubber seal to eliminate rattles 

underway. 

X Optional watersports tower adds a stylish 

accent as well as a solid 7-foot attachment 

point for towing duties. 

Low Points
X Portside head compartment door has a 

small vent but could benefit from a 

screened portlight, for both additional 

ventilation and welcome natural light. 

X Pet peeve? Many boaters prefer to run with 

the walk-through windshield open for venti-

lation. We would prefer to see a strap or 

catch to keep it secured in place. 

· LOA: 27'2" BEAM: 8'6" · DRAFT (MAX): 2'6" 

· DISPLACEMENT (APPROX.): 4,950 lb.

· TRANSOM DEADRISE: 20 degrees · BRIDGE 

CLEARANCE: 5'3" · FUEL CAPACITY: 73 gal.

· MAX HORSEPOWER: 350 · AVAILABLE POWER: 

Mercury, Yamaha or Suzuki outboards to 350 hp

Price: $88,612
(with test power)

HOW WE TESTED

ENGINE: Mercury 300 Verado PROP: Merc Enertia 

14.2" x 18" 3-blade stainless steel GEAR RATIO: 

1.85:1 FUEL LOAD: 50 gal. WATER ON BOARD: 

11 gal. CREW WEIGHT: 360 lb.

R I N K E R  B O AT S
Syracuse, Indiana; 574-457-5731; rinkerboats.com
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OUTBOARD

Bred from stable, modestly 
powered working craft, de-
signer Michael Peters helped 
refi ne Andros into perform-
ance outboard fi shing ma-
chines and developed the 
 Of shore 32. Built for 700 hp 
and to lope over the roughest 
seas, the Of shore 32 delivers 
hardcore fi shability, durabil-
ity and comfort.

It boasts a 24-degree 
transom deadrise to cleave 
seas. Though our tests were 
conducted inshore, the chop 

that day was capable of shak-
ing lesser boats to the string-
ers, and our tester did not 
rattle or wallow as we created 
doubled-up wakes, circling 
back over our own wake, 
then crashing back through 
them. We could tell only the 
direst small-craft warnings 
would keep the Andros Of -
shore 32 from reaching the 
tournament fi shing grounds. 
The boat features plenty of 

ANDROS
Offshore 32

SPEED  EFFICIENCY     OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range  angle level

1000   5.1  5.9  1.4  3.6  4.2  980.4  1128.2  1.0  75 

1500   6.6  7.6  2.8  2.4  2.7  636.8  732.9  2.0  81 

2000   7.7  8.9  6.0  1.3  1.5  348.0  400.5  3.0  85 

2500   9.6  11.1  10.8  0.9  1.0  240.1  276.3  5.0  89 

3000   12.4  14.3  12.6  1.0  1.1  266.3  306.4  6.0  89 

3500   19.3  22.3  15.0  1.3  1.5  348.0  400.5  6.0  93 

4000   28.1  32.3  18.4  1.5  1.8  411.9  474.0  4.0  93 

4500   33.0  38.0  22.2  1.5  1.7  401.1  461.6  2.0  92 

5000   37.6  43.3  28.6  1.3  1.5  355.2  408.8  2.0  90 

5500   42.1  48.5  35.4  1.2  1.4  321.1  369.5  2.0  94 

5850   43.8  50.5  48.6  0.9  1.0  243.6  280.3  2.0  98        

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED

High Points
X Optional upper station offers ample 

space for two people.

X Power options include all outboard 

manufacturers.

Low Points
X Leaning post lacks armrests.

X Fixed-height leaning-post seats offer an 

ideal standing position but were high for 

seated driving. That was mitigated by 

the console footrest placed higher 

as well.

Toughest Competitor
X Bluewater Sportishing Boats skips from 

28 feet to the 355e, but its 2850 boasts 

an engine bracket to provide the run-

ning characteristics of a longer, bustled 

transom hull. The 2850 is sleek and its 

24-degree deadrise slashes through 

seas for competitive fishing.  An upper 

station is available. The base price with 

twin Suzuki 300 hp engines is $161,724.

· LOA: 32'9" · BEAM: 9'10" · DRAFT: 1'7"

· DISPLACEMENT: 9,500 lb. (dry without power)

· TRANSOM DEADRISE: 24 degrees · BRIDGE 

CLEARANCE: 9'6" (without upper station) · MAX 

HEADROOM: N/A · FUEL CAPACITY: 300 gal.

· MAX HORSEPOWER: 700 · AVAILABLE POWER: 

Dual outboards from Evinrude, Honda, Mercury, 

Suzuki or Yamaha

HOW WE TESTED

ENGINE: Dual Evinrude 300 hp DRIVE/PROP: 

Outboard/Mercury Enertia 141/2"  x 17" 3-blade stain-

less steel GEAR RATIO:  1.85:1 FUEL LOAD:  150 gal. 

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

bow fl are to throw back seas 
and a cockpit deep enough 
to be safe without handicap-
ping the mate’s ability to bill 
a fi sh and unhook it. 

Tackle stowage is plen-
tiful in the rigging station 
behind the leaning post. A 
rigging table folds down for 
convenience and reveals 
compartments for terminal 
tackle as well. Livewells in 
the transom, plus one huge 
tank in the belly, mean an-
glers can carry all the tour-

nament-win-
ning ammo 
they need. 
Underneath, 
a carry-on 
cooler slides 

out of the way on rollers.
It’s a three-piece hull 

with deck, hull and sole. The 
stringer grid below that is 
bonded to the hull and sole. 
Some stowage compart-
ments had fi berglass liners, 
gelcoated for easy care. The 
deck is all one level with no 
step, something a hooked-up 
angler will appreciate when 
chasing a fi sh from bow to 
stern. The walkway between 

the console and gunwale re-
mains wide and the footing 
clear, since the hardtop and 
upper-station supports are 
fi tted to steps on the center 
console. The optional upper 
station folded down nicely for 
trailering purposes. 

A raw-water fi tting port-
side amidships made washing 
the deck easy, and a rack under 
the gunwale stowed the hose.

On the platform, a walkway 
between port and starboard 
landing pads gave good foot-
ing for catching a dock line or 
lashing one to the stern cleats.

The Of shore 32 is the 
fl agship of the Andros line, de-
signed to perform in high seas 
and fi sh hard. —Randy Vance

To view our photo gallery of 
the Andros Offshore 32, visit 

boatingmag.com/3071.

A N D R O S  B O AT W O R K S
Sarasota, Florida; 941-351-9702; androsboats.com
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Price: $265,870 
(as tested with 
electronics)
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HX210

HX100 – Floating 2.5 Watt Handheld VHF  Twin-Pack

HX150 – Floating 5 Watt Handheld VHF

HX210 – Floating  6 Watt Handheld VHF with FM Audio Receiver

HX300 – Compact Floating 5 Watt Handheld VHF with USB Charger

HX40   – Ultra Compact 6 Watt Handheld VHF

HX870 – Floating 6 Watt Handheld VHF with Internal GPS Receiver

ECLIPSE GX1300 – Fixed Mount Class D DSC VHF

EXPLORER GX1600 – Compact Fixed Mount Class D DSC VHF with Optional RAM3 

Remote Access Microphone Capability

EXPLORER GPS GX1700 – Compact Fixed Mount VHF with Integrated GPS and 

Optional RAM3 Remote Access Microphone Capability

MATRIX AIS/GPS GX2200 – Fixed Mount Class D VHF with Integrated AIS and GPS, 

30W PA/Hailer and Optional RAM3 Remote Access Microphone Capability

Standard Horizon Family of Products

Nothing Takes to Water Like Standard Horizon

www.standardhorizon.com   800.366.8431

GX1600/1700

GX1300

HX870

HX300

HX150

HX40

Setting the STANDARD for
 Marine Communications
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AVA I L A B L E  P O W E R :

JET  DRIVE

The center console format is 
associated with fi shing, and 
by adding the Fish Package 
($2,000), the new  Scarab 
255 Open ID will readily fi sh. 
But my test boat did not have 
the rod holders, baitwell and 
 other gear included in that 
option. It played into the 
trend of center console as 
sport boat. Either way, the 
255 Open ID of ers wide-
open, carefree fun for all.

Because it’s jet-powered, 
this boat can of er a low-

profi le aft deck with snap-
of  pads and four removable 
backrests that can be con-
fi gured to face fore or aft. 
The hinged transom fl ips 
down like a tailgate and, in 
its horizontal position, cre-
ates an aft platform that’s 
about 3  feet 7 inches deep 
and 3  feet 2 inches wide 
with unimpeded access to 
the water — perfect for set-
ting up dive gear, pulling a 

SCARAB
255 Open ID

SPEED  EFFICIENCY     OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range  angle level

4000   7.82  9.00  4.80  1.63  1.88  82  95  6  85 

4500   10.43  12.00  6.60  1.58  1.82  80  92  6  85 

5000   17.38  20.00  8.60  2.02  2.33  102  117  3  88 

5500   26.07  30.00  10.60  2.46  2.83  124  143  3  89 

6000   30.41  35.00  13.00  2.34  2.69  118  136  3  92 

6500   34.00  40.00  17.40  2.00  2.30  101  116  3  93 

7000   38.23  44.00  21.60  1.77  2.04  89  103  3  96 

7500   43.45  50.00  28.00  1.55  1.79  78  90  3  97 

8050   47.79  55.00  35.00  1.37  1.57  69  79  3  99        

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED

High Points
X Jet power means no props to ding, no 

trim to master, and self-draining and 

closed-cooling for minimal mainte-

nance and late-season convenience.

X Tailgate transom provides wide-open 

access to the water.

X Drive-by-wire automatically 

synchronizes throttles.

Low Points
X Jet power means no trim to adjust the 

running angle for sea conditions and a 

high-rpm engine tone that’s harsher 

than that of a sterndrive or outboard.

XHelm seat may be too close to the 

console for some skippers. 

X Snap-on seat cushions must be 

unsnapped to reach bow stowage.

Toughest Competitor
X The 21-foot-3-inch Yamaha 210 FSH 

($39,499 to $44,499) is the only alter-

native center console with jet propul-

sion. With just a single 260 hp drive, it 

has a top speed of about 44 mph. The 

Sport version has a standard T-top, a 

changing canopy built into the console, 

the Connext touchscreen display, and a 

nice combination of fishing and family 

features but with less room than is 

offered in the larger Scarab.

· LOA: 25'0" · BEAM: 8'4" · DRAFT (MAX): 1'3"

· DISPLACEMENT: 3,800 lb. · TRANSOM DEADRISE: 

20 degrees · BRIDGE CLEARANCE: 6'7" · FUEL 

CAPACITY: 56 gal. · MAX HORSEPOWER: 500

· AVAILABLE POWER: Twin Rotax water jets to 500 hp

HOW WE TESTED

ENGINES: Twin 250 hp 1.5L Rotax 4-Tec ECT  

DRIVE/PROP: Rotax jet drives with 155 mm 

stainless-steel impellers GEAR RATIO: 1:00:1 

FUEL LOAD: 56 gal. CREW WEIGHT: 380 lb.

 wakeboard, or just diving 
in. Soft  MarineMat decking 
for the platform and tailgate 
surface is a $333 option. 

Covered by the standard 
T-top, the helm on our test 
boat featured the optional 
11-inch-by-4.5-inch touch-
screen display ($3,667) that 
combines instrumentation 
with controls for the audio 
and lights, plus speed-control 
functions that are an addi-
tional $880 option. There 
are a pair of clear-plastic 

phone hold-
ers on the 
dash, and fi ve 
USB ports 
that can be 
used to keep 

all devices charged. The 
T-top and seat-base tubing 
are fi nished in wrinkle-black 
paint, and there’s a ski-line 
tow point on the center of 
the T-top, accessible by un-
zipping an opening in the 
canvas shade. The center 
section of the elevated helm 
seat drops down to allow the 
captain to stand at the wheel, 
but the outboard sections 
are fi xed, and the seat felt too 

close to the console for me. 
The front of the console opens 
and can be fi tted with a porta-
ble head. Bottom cushions for 
the wraparound bow seating 
can all be removed, and two of 
those backrests can be placed 
here for forward-facing sup-
port. There’s dedicated stow-
age below the seats for two 
36-quart coolers ($233).

Our top engine option 
($10,000 upcharge) put a pair 
of supercharged 250 hp Rotax 
jet drives below the hatch, de-
livering instant acceleration 
and thrilling top speed. Alas, 
with jets there is no trim to 
adjust to conditions, but the 
ride on a choppy lake was dry.  
—Charles Plueddeman

For a photo gallery of the 
Scarab 255 Open ID, visit 

boatingmag.com/3072.

S C A R A B  J E T  B O AT S
Cadillac, Michigan;  231-775-1351; scarabjetboat.com
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Price: $71,250
(base with test power
and trailer)
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MENS FLEX V-BACK
BIOLITE  SERIES

Constructed with BioLite technology, our Flex V-Back vest 
unleashes the power of a lighter weight, breathable fabric 

that is an eco-friendly alternative to neoprene.  

*U.S. Coast Guard Approved Flotation Aid Type III



  

 

• Pull tubes, wakeboarders, waterskiers— virtually all water toys.

• Corrosion resistant 316 stainless steel tow bar elevates the tow rope clear 
of the wake and prop washTUBE RATED

TurboSwing is the Ultimate Solution for Watersports Towing with an Outboard Powered Boat

WE SAY First launched in October 
2016, the Ri257 was designed to create 
some of the biggest wakeboarding wakes 
and wakesurfing waves on the market. 
For 2018, though, this big boy has gotten 
even better thanks to the introduction 
of Centurion’s new Opti-V hull. Simply 
put, the wakes and waves aren’t just 
the best Centurion has ever created, 
they are among the best available. 
What’s more, by reducing resistance 
on the running surface, the new hull 
stays more balanced and improves fuel 
economy. Better for wakes and your 
wallet? We’ll take it.

Combine the new hull with the 
optional QuickSurf Pro system and you 
can fine-tune the shape of the wave or 
wake to suit a variety of riders’ prefer-
ences. Our test rider, Sam Baker, almost 
couldn’t believe how big and fun the 
wave was. Baker surfed at 11.6 mph with 

CENTURION
Ri257

SPEED  EFFICIENCY     OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range  angle level

1000   4.61  5.30  1.30  3.54  4.08  293  338  0  76 

1500   6.26  7.20  1.80  3.48  4.00  288  331  1  79 

2000   7.99  9.20  3.00  2.66  3.07  221  254  2  81 

2500   9.30  10.70  4.30  2.16  2.49  179  206  4  82 

3000   12.43  14.30  6.00  2.07  2.38  171  197  7  88 

3500   17.47  20.10  7.40  2.36  2.72  195  225  7  87 

4000   20.94  24.10  9.40  2.23  2.56  184  212  8  91 

4500   24.42  28.10  12.10  2.02  2.32  167  192  6  92 

5000   27.11  31.20  14.10  1.92  2.21  159  183  6  96

5600   29.81  34.30  20.10  1.48  1.71  123  141  5  96      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED

· LOA: 25'7" · BEAM: 8'6" · DRAFT: 3'0" · DISPLACEMENT: 

6,150 lb. · FUEL CAPACITY: 92 gal.

HOW WE TESTED

ENGINE: SINGLE 450 HP PCM H6DI PROP: 16" X 15" ACME 

4-BLADE GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1 FUEL LOAD: 92 GAL. CREW 

WEIGHT: 550 LB.

the Ramfill ballast system 100 percent 
full and extra plug-and-play ballast at 
90. The wave has more than enough 
push for riders of any size or skill level, 
with a huge pocket that is easy to find 
and even easier to stay in.

Worried that getting such a big boat 
with all that extra weight on plane will 
be an issue? Don’t be. Thanks to the 
QuickLaunch system, the Ri257 gets on 
plane easily and with little bow rise, due 
to full deployment of both the 
QuickSurf blades and the 
Asymmetric Wing. With 
the ballast systems full, 
the time to plane is just 
under 6 seconds.   
—Garrett Cortese

WHO’D WANT ONE  
Watersports enthusiasts 
who want to fit all their 

TESTS /// #3073

family and friends while enjoying the 
ride on premier wakes and waves. 

ANOTHER CHOICE The Malibu 25 
LSV isn’t as long but is rated to hold 19.

BOTTOM LINE $179,907 (as tested);  
centurionboats.com
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•Towing details can be found online at BoatUS.com/Agree or by calling.

ONLY $149
FOR WORRY-FREE
BOATING ALL YEAR

GET THE BOATU.S. APP

 FOR ONE-TOUCH TOWINGWE’RE WITH YOU ON THE WATER 24/7

BREAKDOWNS/OUT OF FUEL/JUMP STARTS/SOFT UNGROUNDINGS
Have no worries on the water...TowBoatU.S. is there when you need help.

800-395-2628   
BoatUS.com/Towing

FORMERLY VESSEL ASSIST



  

 

WE SAY This single-engine 22-foot-
length-overall pontoon proved powerful 
and smooth and ofered a lot of ameni-
ties at a middle-of-the-road price point. 
The boat we ran for testing boasted 
the performance-enhancing X-Treme 
PR25 Performance Package and a 
200 hp Evinrude E-Tec G2 outboard. 
So equipped, it delivered 42 lively miles 
per hour and accelerated from zero to 
30 mph in 6.8 seconds. Go easy when 
pulling up novice skiers. As for fuel 
economy, it delivered 3.7 mpg cruising 
at 26 mph.

The Geneva’s interior layout swal-
lows a large crew. In the bow, curved 
facing loungers invite relaxation and 
conversation. A pop-up changing station 
fits neatly into the rear bulkhead of the 
portside lounger. Amidships, the helm 
station is raised for better visibility. A 
standard Kicker audio system provides 

SUNCHASER
Geneva 22 LR DH Sport

SPEED  EFFICIENCY     OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range  angle level

1000   4.2  4.8  0.6  7.0  8.0  187.7  216.0  1  61 

1500   5.5  6.3  1.1  5.0  5.7  134.4  154.6  1  64 

2000   6.9  7.9  1.8  3.8  4.4  103.0  118.5  2  69 

2500   8.2  9.4  2.9  2.8  3.2  76.1  87.5  2  70

3000   14.4  16.6  4.0  3.6  4.2  97.4  112.1  2  72 

3500   17.8  20.5  4.9  3.6  4.2  98.2  113.0  2  73 

4000   22.7  26.1  7.0  3.2  3.7  87.5  100.7  2  76 

4500   26.2  30.2  8.8  3.0  3.4  80.5  92.7  2  79 

5000   29.8  34.3  10.6  2.8  3.2  75.9  87.4  2  80 

5500   33.8  38.9  12.9  2.6  3.0  70.8  81.4  2  83 

5950   36.3  41.8  17.8  2.0  2.3  55.1  63.4  2  83            

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED

· LOA: 22'9" · BEAM: 8'6" · DRAFT: 1'3" · DISPLACEMENT: 

2,471 lb. · FUEL CAPACITY: 30 gal.

HOW WE TESTED

ENGINE: SINGLE 200 HP EVINRUDE E-TEC G2 OUTBOARD 

PROP: 15.5" X 15" 3-BLADE STAINLESS STEEL GEAR RATIO: 

2.17:1 FUEL LOAD: 30 GAL. CREW WEIGHT: 375 LB.

the soundtrack. Captain and co-pilot 
chairs are plush, high-backed and 
reclining. Astern, the seating arrange-
ment mimics the bow setup with facing 
curved loungers separated by a transom 
access door. At the stern, there’s a short 
swim platform with a watersports tow 
and aluminum boarding ladder, and a 
set of speakers for those in the water. 
Underneath the seat cushions and be-
hind the access doors, assembly 
and rigging quality met 
with our approval. Wiring 
and fuel-line runs proved 
easy to follow, and access 
to the batteries is good.  
—Boating Tech Team

WHO’D WANT ONE 

Boaters seeking to haul  
a crowd and not break  
the bank.

TESTS /// #3074

ANOTHER CHOICE Bennington’s  
21 SLX Premium ($46,219 with a  
150 hp Yamaha F150 and the Sport  
Performance System)

BOTTOM LINE $49,923 with test 
power; sunchaserboats.com
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Here’s all we really ask from a 
kicker outboard: start easy. If 
you have ever pulled the cord 
on a manual-start outboard 
over and over and over in a 
bobbing boat in the hot sun, 
you know what we are talking 
about. Which is why we ap-
plaud Mercury for giving its all-
new FourStroke 15 and 20  hp 
outboards electronic fuel injec-
tion. Hot or cold, this EFI sys-
tem, which does not require a 
battery, will start on the  second 

pull and often on the fi rst. We 
can vouch for its startability 
after a December demo run on 
a 16-degree Wisconsin after-
noon. One pull.

Suzuki has had batteryless 
EFI on its 15/20 hp kickers 
since 2012, and Merc has of-
fered fuel injection down to 25 
hp. This is not new technology. 
EFI self-adjusts for changes 
in temperature and elevation, 
so response is always crisp. An 
added bonus: Because the EFI 
system is sealed and pressur-
ized, it eliminates most fuel-
related reliability issues — no 

more gunked-up carb after a 
few weeks of inactivity.

Since the days of inventor 
Ole Evinrude, we’ve operated 
small outboards left-handed 
because the tiller has been 
located to port, the intent be-
ing to use operator weight to 
counter prop torque, which 
wants to twist the boat to port. 
That made sense when boats 
were narrow and had round 
chines. Now more boats are 
wide and fl at, and even infl at-
able, so why not let us sit over 
there. In fact, one-third of 
2,000 customers interviewed 
told Merc they’d prefer to til-
ler right-handed. So, Merc has 
designed a new ambidextrous 

tiller for these motors that’s 
mounted on center and, af-
ter loosening a bolt and a pin, 
can be adjusted 18 degrees 
port or starboard (in 6-degree 

P
H

O
T

O
S

: 
(F

R
O

M
 T

O
P

) 
C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 M

E
R

C
U

R
Y

 M
A

R
IN

E
 (

2
),

 C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 Y
A

M
A

H
A

 M
O

T
O

R
 C

O
R

P
O

R
A

T
IO

N

MERCURY
FOURSTROKE 15/20
Are you ready for an ambidextrous tiller?

WHITE ON!  
Until recently, Yamaha followed the Henry Ford philosophy on color choices — you 

could get any color you wanted, as long as it was gray. But Yamaha has finally suc-

cumbed, joining other major outboard brands — including Mercury — in offering more 

than one color. The Yamaha F300 and F350 outboards will be available in pearlescent 

white, although the gear case is still gray. This color of white thrives in the sunlight and 

complements all gelcoats, according to Yamaha. The white motors will be available as 

late-stage customization orders and will be designated as 

F300NCA2 and F350NCC2. —Jim Hendricks

 SWING IT Tiller 
angle adjustment 
allows operation 
sitting to either port 
or starboard.
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Make your biggest statement on the water yet with a 2018 

Supr a — and let the rest of the world know you’ ve arrived. 

It ’s your legacy. Your passion. Your Supr a®.

L E G A C I E S 

A R E 

B U I L T  O N 

P A S S I O N

Build your Supra today   |   Supraboats.com

Skier’s Choice encourages all boating participants to learn and follow safe boating practices. There are risks associated with boating and water sports activities. Be mindful of the risks, familiarize yourself with the environment, know your limits, and conduct yourself 

accordingly. Read your Owner’s Manual and comply with all warnings. For additional safety information, please visit the US Coast Guard Auxiliary at www.cgauxed.org or the Water Sports Industry Association at www.wsia.net.



MOTORHEAD

 increments), so it can be oper-
ated comfortably from either 
side of the boat. A thumb screw 
under the tiller enables verti-
cal adjustment from minus 5 
degrees to plus 10 degrees. You 
can even reverse the throttle-
grip rotation. Most people pre-
fer to rotate the throttle down 
to accelerate, according to 
Mercury. Combine all of these 
adjustments and it’s possible 
to set up the tiller for ideal 
comfort in any boat, for any 
operator, regardless of arm 
length and seat position.

Designed by Mercury with 
its small-motor partner, 
 Tohatsu, an improved intake 
helps the new 333cc twin-
cylinder powerhead produce 
more torque than the 352cc 
motor it replaces, according 

to Merc, and weight is reduced 
by a significant 10 pounds to 
just 99 pounds for the light-
est model. The 327cc Suzuki 
DF20 weighs 97 pounds. The 
362cc Yamaha F20/15 has 
a carburetor and weighs 111 
pounds. New motor mounts 
better isolate vibration of 
the little Merc from the boat 
and operator. The “lash for 
life” valve train never needs 
adjustment. There’s even a 
drain for the oil filter to make 
maintenance less messy. The 
new Merc 20/15 is available in 
15- and 20-inch lengths (plus a 
25-inch 15 hp version for sail-
boats), with manual and elec-
tric starting, manual or power 
tilt, and a tiller or remote con-
trol. For more information, 
visit mercurymarine.com.

New motor 

mounts signifi-

cantly reduce 

vibration passed 

to the operator.

P
H

O
T

O
: 

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 M
E

R
C

U
R

Y
 M

A
R

I
N

E

BRING YOUR

TO

ENGINE
LIFE

Increase Performance and Extend 

the Life of your Engine with 

F o r  M o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n  V i s i t  b e l r a y . c o m

BEL-RAY LUBRICANTS.



©2018, Rec Boat Holdings, LLC. All rights reserved. ®/TM signifi es trademarks of Four Winns, LLC or suppliers. F O U R W I N N S . C O M

HD220 Surf

Life should be a beautiful r ide.

Surf Series
F R O M  F O U R  W I N N S

HD 240 Surf HD 270 Surf TS 222 TS 242

Enhance just about every use 

of your boat from cruising, to 

performance, to watersports, 

not to mention less noise and 

exhaust due to the duoprop 

remaining under the boat. 

A dedication to hand-crafted luxury is built in to every Four Winns. 

And specialization in unparalleled versatility is what drives our 

groundbreaking mindset. With our Surf Series line we’ve achieved the 

ultimate in tow sports and pleasure boating…meaning, you won’t have 

to ever choose between the two again. 



COOL RUN 

The Colorado 
River is a 
vibrant blue 
line cutting 
through a 
stark land-
scape, liter-
ally an oasis 
in the desert.
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NINGS
WANT TO ESCAPE REALITY? 

RIDE A PERSONAL 

WATERCRAFT DOWN 

THE COLORADO RIVER.

BY JEFF HEMMEL

THE COLORADO RIVER COURS-

ES THROUGH THE SOUTHWEST 

DESERT LIKE A VIBRANT BLUE 

LINE, A LINE THAT STANDS 

IN STARK CONTRAST TO THE 

ENDLESS PALETTE OF BEIGE 

AND RUST THAT OTHERWISE 

DOMINATES THE LANDSCAPE. 

ALONG THE MAJORITY OF ITS 

LENGTH, IT’S SURROUNDED BY 

NOTHING EXCEPT SAND AND 

ROCK, ALTHOUGH THAT DE-

SCRIPTION CERTAINLY DOES 

NOT DO THE PAIR JUSTICE. 

THAT SAND AND ROCK MAY 

COVER ENDLESS MILES OF 

PANCAKE FLATNESS, BUT THEY 

CAN ALSO RISE AND TWIST 

FROM THE DESERT FLOOR TO 

FORM GEOLOGICAL WON-

DERS — MOUNTAINS, ARCHES 

AND BLUFFS SCULPTED TO 

SEEMING PERFECTION BY 

THE HAND OF TIME AND THE 

POWER OF THAT VIBRANT 

BLUE LINE.P
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T H E  N E C E S S A R Y  J O U R N E Y

It’s an especially poignant moment given the events of 
the previous night. Not that long after I flew into Las 
Vegas to begin my journey, a gunman opened fire from 
the 32nd floor of the Mandalay Bay Hotel, targeting con-
certgoers below. Nearly 60 people were killed in that 
massacre, another 546 wounded. That I’m drifting along 
the river less than 12 hours after the fact seems somehow 
insensitive and yet strangely appropriate. If there’s any 
time to escape the real world, this just might be it. 

My itinerary for the day spans the Colorado River 
from Laughlin, Nevada, to Lake Havasu City, Arizona, 
a 60-mile journey that I’ll be doing not by boat but Sea-
Doo personal watercraft. Launching from the beach 
at Harrah’s Casino, I can’t help but marvel at the mini- 
Vegas that lies upriver. Laughlin started in the 1940s as 
little more than a motel and bar to serve workers con-
structing the Davis Dam, gold and silver miners, and 
fishing enthusiasts. When the workers left in the 1950s, 
the town withered in the desert heat until Las Vegas ca-
sino owner Don Laughlin took interest in 1964. By 1966, 
the 14-story Riverside Resort had joined that original 

motel; others soon followed. Today, the 
city attracts nearly 2 million visitors annu-
ally who casino-hop via water taxi and, when 
they’re not dreaming of hitting it big, soak in 
the area’s attractive mixture of sunshine, 
low humidity, and beautiful scenery.

The first half-hour on the river is a re-
minder that we’re not alone in seeking es-
cape. Once lightly developed, river homes 
now pack the Nevada shoreline, serving as 
vacation getaways for countless  California, 
Nevada and Arizona residents looking to 

trade metropolis mania for the river’s beauty. When 
I first visited this area over two decades ago, a fewer 
number of homes were far more ramshackle in ap-
pearance. Today, they’re upscale modern-chic, with 
designer landscaping and toys in abundance. Still, the 
occasional reality check awaits. Below Laughlin, the 
abandoned hulk of the unfinished Emerald Bay  Resort 
comes into view, still wasting away 25 years after a 
boom period went bust.

R E A D Y  F O R  A D V E N T U R E

Beyond Laughlin, development eventually gives way to 
the desert, and the solitude and raw beauty of the natural 
landscape return. Make no mistake, it’s desolate. Espe-
cially in fall, little other boat tra�c is found on the water, 
and there’s no such thing as a gas stop or place to grab 
food and drink. Cellphone reception is spotty at best, 
meaning you’re pretty much on your own. (I suggest 
packing a personal locator beacon and, in quiet seasons, 
possibly even a sat phone.) That adds to the appeal of the 
trip, but it also adds to the need to take it seriously. 

While the 
Colorado  
River can 

seem wild 
and remote 

in many 
places, we 

started our 
journey from 

the beach 
at Harrah’s 

Casino, part 
of the mini-

Las Vegas 
in the city of 

Laughlin that 
resides along 

the river’s 
banks. The 

casinos stand 
out from  

the desert 
landscape.

IT’S A DESOLATE NO-MAN’S LAND AND YET, 

AT THE SAME TIME, ONE OF THE MOST TRULY 

AWE-INSPIRING PLACES I’VE EVER VISITED. 

AND RIGHT NOW, AS I FLOAT PEACEFULLY WITH 

THE RIV ER’S CURRENT, SURROUNDED BY THIS 

MAGNIFICENT BACKDROP, I CAN THINK OF NO 

PLACE I’D RATHER BE.
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Thankfully, we couldn’t be on more-
appropriate craft. With low-water levels, 
numerous shallows dot our first hours on 
the river, shallows that would be a seri-
ous threat to a prop-driven boat. With 
our jet pumps protected by intake grates 
and flush with the hull, we manage to get 
through without a scratch. The specific 
models, 2018-vintage Sea-Doo GTX and 
RXTs, are also tailor-made for adventure. 
Each features clever mounts on the aft 
platform, to which we’ve attached coolers, gas cans, and 
gear bags loaded with the necessities. When that dry des-
ert air becomes too much, we simply spin around in the 
saddle and pop open a Yeti cooler filled with ice, drinks 
and snacks. When a distant gas stop later proves to be 
unexpectedly out of fuel, we have jerrycans at the ready 
to top of our tanks. A new storage system, which opens 
directly to the driver while seated, also made it easy to 
grab whatever was needed underway without leaving the 
seat or teetering over the handlebars. 

The new GTX/RXT platform also 
puts a premium on stability, meaning 
if you had consumed a lot of water on a 
lengthy ride with no shoreline facilities, 
you could even briefly drift away from 
your riding companions, kill the engine, 
stand on one side of the craft, and re-
lieve yourself without fear of tipping the 
boat and falling into the drink. Not that 
I personally know of anyone who would 
actually do such a thing …

C A L M  W AT E R S

A N D  R E D - R O C K  C A N Y O N S

After miles of open water and empty desert, our return 
to the real world is like finding an oasis, a restaurant/
bar/store and swimming-pool complex known as To-
pock 66. Named both for the picturesque gorge that 
awaited us to the south as well as the adjacent historic 
Route 66 highway, Topock 66 arrives out of nowhere. 
One minute you’re riding through solitude, the next 

The Sea-Doo 
GTX and  
RXT-X are 
especially 
suited to 
touring, with 
an aft mount-
ing system 
for switch-
able compo-
nents such as 
a touring bag, 
cooler or gas 
can, as well 
as a newly 
designed 
stowage 
compartment 
under the 
handlebars 
that swal-
lows up gear.

BEYOND 

LAUGHLIN, 

DEVELOPMENT 

EVENTUALLY 

GIVES WAY TO 

THE DESERT, 

AND THE SOLI-

TUDE AND RAW 

BEAUTY OF 

THE NATURAL 

LANDSCAPE 

RETURN.
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you spot the place that bills 
itself as “your party headquar-
ters on the Colorado River.” 
For me, seeing the trendy, de-
signer mix of rusted steel and 
concrete that is the modern 
Topock 66 is cool but also sad. 
Like the homes south of Laugh-
lin, I remember the Topock of 
old, a place where I once des-
perately needed for gas and 
food, and one far removed from 
the current facility. Neverthe-
less, it’s a fun place to stop, a welcome taste of food af-
ter long hours playing on the river, and one of the only 
places I know that has urinals shaped like open mouths 
— and bar stools that make occupants look like they’re 
not wearing any pants. 

An hour later, with stomachs filled, thirst quenched 
and yet another round of sunscreen applied, we once again 
headed south for the highlight of this trip, the 20-mile 
passage through Topock Gorge. Nicknamed the “Baby 
Grand” in reference to its much larger, deeper cousin, the 
Grand Canyon to the north, Topock Gorge is the center-
piece of the Havasu National Wildlife Refuge. It’s a place 
where the desert walls literally and figuratively begin to 
close in on the river, with volcanic red-rock canyon faces 

rising abruptly from the blue-green waters, and the occa-
sional sandy beach ofering an inviting spot to while away 
the day in seclusion. Wildlife is in abundance. Everything 
from bighorn sheep to wild burros and countless bird spe-
cies can be seen as you drift through the deepest 4-mile 
section at no-wake speed. We attempt to freeze the mo-
ment in endless pic-
tures and gaze in awe 
at new sights waiting 
around every cor-
ner, then ultimately 
head to our turn-
around point in Lake  
Havasu City. 

Mount the 
adjustable 

tow bar  
and hit the  

Sport Throt-
tle setting 

for some fun 
watersports 

action. 

IT’S A PLACE 

WHERE THE 

DESERT WALLS 

LITERALLY AND 

FIGURATIVELY 

BEGIN TO CLOSE 

IN ON THE RIVER, 

WITH VOLCANIC 

RED-ROCK 

CANYON FACES 

RISING ABRUPTLY 

FROM THE BLUE-

GREEN WATERS 

AND THE 

OCCASIONAL 

SANDY BEACH.
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MAKES ALL OTHER PONTOON BOATS FEEL 

EXTREMELY INADEQUATE.

With all the horsepower — and the power to impress — Manitou provides an incredible combination of high performance 

and high style. With over 30 years of craftsmanship, our pontoon boats let you part the water, turn on a dime and 

carve a wake like no other. Beyond acceleration and handling, our patented V-Toon® and twin tube hulls are constructed 

to be the strongest in the industry. And our impeccable custom styling ensures that heads will turn when you 

pass others by.

All of which is why at Manitou, we believe that when you choose one of our pontoon boats, you’ve landed the highest-

performing, best-quality boat in the industry. Period. For more information, visit www.manitoupontoonboats.com.

PASSION. PRECISION. PERFORMANCE.



T H E  R E A L  W O R L D  C A N  W A I T

Like most of the sights you’ll come across on this trip, 
Lake Havasu City has a story, and a suitably quirky one 
at that. Like Lake Mojave that lies just to the north of 
Laughlin, Havasu was created by a dam, in this case the 
Parker Dam completed in 1938. The dam flooded the sur-
rounding desert, creating a lake with nearly 450 miles 
of shoreline. In 1963, that lake captured the attention 
of oil  magnate Robert McCulloch as he flew overhead. 
 McCulloch joined with a developer to grow the city into 
a tourist and retirement destination, and chose a rather 
random structure as its centerpiece — the London Bridge. 
Originally spanning the River Thames, the bridge was 
declared unsafe for modern tra�c in 1962. McCulloch 
bought the structure, had it dismantled and the facing 
stones numbered, then shipped the pieces to the United 
States, ultimately reassembling the original stonework 
over a new concrete structure. The bridge was originally 
built over land, on a peninsula extending into the lake. 
Once completed,  McCulloch had a channel dredged be-
low to turn penin sula into island — and, of course, make 
sure his  centerpiece bridge actually passed over water. 

We pin our Sea-Doo’s throttles to skip over the wind-
swept surface of Lake Havasu to reach the peaceful 
bridge channel, then take the requisite cruise under the 
bridge and its nearby English-themed village, now in-
creasingly giving way to condos. On the far side, we once 
again get on the gas to travel the remaining distance to 
the last sight on our ride, Copper Canyon. A baby, baby 
version of the Baby Grand, Copper Canyon nonetheless 
features those same towering red-rock walls. It has a 
reputation as a party spot, with boats rafting up, drinks 
flowing, and clif diving being the norm. In fact, MTV 
took notice of Copper Canyon years back and used it as 
the location for one of the network’s infamous Spring 

Break weekends. Today, however, the water is still and 
the air quiet. We motor through at idle speed and take 
pictures of the rocks as they’re lit up by the blazing after-
noon sun, then turn north to retrace our steps through 
Topock Gorge and beyond. 

Theoretically, we could make it back by nightfall, but 
this isn’t that kind of adventure. Instead, we check in to 
Pirate’s Cove Resort, another oasis hidden just north 
of Topock 66. Here we enjoy cabins along the marina 
shoreline and later, at the bar, toast the desert sunset. 
Tomorrow we’ll return to the real world and its seem-
ingly endless problems and responsibilities. 

But for tonight, the escape continues …

Slide your 
phone into 
the water-
poof com-
partment 
and play 
your tunes 
through 
the built-in 
speakers.

WE ATTEMPT TO FREEZE 

THE MOMENT IN END-

LESS PICTURES AND 

GAZE IN AWE AT NEW 

SITES WAITING AROUND 

EVERY CORNER.
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No need to find out...
      just get rid of it.

The EPA-Registered DIY 
odor treatment is fast, 

easy, and effective.

DEEP-PENETRATING 
CLO2 VAPOR 

TECHNOLOGY 
ELIMINATES TOUGH 

MUSTY ODORS:

What
the
smell?

� Mold

� Mildew

� Cigarettes

� Cigars

� Smoke

� Pets

� Alcohol

� Urine

� Vomit

� Bodily l uids

� Bait

� Rotten food

THE SCIENCE OF SMELL

© 2018 Star brite, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

Does your truck cab still smell like your last fishing trip? 

...from last summer?? Ever spill a drink in your car? Track in some 

mud? Light a cigar? Sweat in the hot, humid summer before your AC kicks in? 

Yeah, you guessed it, all of that bakes up in your car and causes 

some funky odors. As anything organic decays—think sweat, a spilled 

iced cofee, food wrappers, even grass—bacteria grows and causes stinky 

odors. To rid your car or truck of bad smells completely, �rst control the 

odor-causing bacteria with NosGUARDSG Auto Odor Eliminator. 

Find out more at www.AutoOdorEliminator.com



OUR RIDE-ALONG 

WITH LAKE OF 

THE OZARKS LAW 

ENFORCEMENT 

REVEALS LEGEND, 

LORE AND LAW

STORY AND PHOTOS 

BY RANDY VANCE

HITTING 
LOTO

Trooper 
Stacey Mosher 
scans LOTO on 
a sultry July 
Saturday. Light 
trai  c still 
i nds plenty 
of boaters 
violating rules.
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A
Almost every lake and bay has a party cove, but 
one body of water bursts into the brain when 
those words are uttered: Lake of the Ozarks, 
known by nontourists as LOTO for short.

Located halfway between St. Louis and 
 Kansas City in central Missouri, LOTO is known 
to play host on any given July Saturday to hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of boats rafted up in a 
mile-or-so-long cove, filling it from shore to 

shore in a spectacle that is … well, a spectacle.
Some have called this phenomenon legendary. Others have 

called it notorious. Among locals, it’s not popular and never 
made the tourism brochures. To get the lowdown on it, last sum-
mer we asked the Missouri State Highway Patrol if we could 
hitch a ride on the water. The commanding o�cers suggested I 
connect with Trooper Stacey Mosher, a 20-year veteran of lake 
law enforcement.

We made a date for a beautiful Saturday in July. It was peak 
tourism season and prime time for large gatherings in Anderson 
Hollow Cove, the party spot popularly known as Party Cove.

Last time I was in Party Cove, a good 15 years earlier, it was 
already buzzing by 10 a.m., full of houseboats, go-fasts, run-
abouts and cruisers. So, I was surprised when Mosher suggested 
we wait until afternoon.

“It’s diferent now,” Mosher said. “You’ll have to wait and see 
it.” I figured she wanted to get there about the time when things 
usually get out of hand.

We settled on a meeting time of 9:30 a.m. at the Moorings, 
about 2 miles from Party Cove and about 2 miles from the main 
arm of the lake, the Osage River.

9:30 A.M.
Mosher welcomed me aboard 
the patrol boat, an aging but 
well-maintained Donzi cen-
ter console, handed me a life 
jacket, and told me where to 
stow my lunch and drinks. We 
cast of, and Mosher headed 
 downstream.

The Moorings is on the 
boundary of a 1.5-mile no-wake 
zone marked of to  protect 
the shoreline of this narrow 
stretch of lake from the wakes 
of the boats that flood the 
upper reaches of the Grand 
Glaize Arm, seeking more soli-
tude among its less developed 
banks — or its Party Cove. 
Near the boundary a few hun-
dred yards out, Mosher aimed 
her patrol boat to a sistership  
idling ofshore.

Both chalky Donzis were 
solid and probably rewired a 
dozen times since they were 
built decades ago. The twin 
Mercury 350s still purred de-
spite the 2,600 hours on them. 
It’s the gear cases that take the 
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10:49 A.M.
Just out of the no-wake zone, 
we moved toward a pon-
toon sitting in the middle of 
the Osage Arm of the lake. I 
couldn’t see what they were 
doing wrong, so I waited while 
Mosher eased up to them. 

“Do you see a skier down 
anywhere?” Mosher asked me.

brunt of LOTO patrol duty. 
The boats go through about 
two every season.

Today, Trooper Max 
 Lawson would complete his 
training as a water patrol-
man. The two chatted awhile, 
exchanging their itineraries 
for the day. Then we crept 
through the remainder of the 
lengthy no-wake zone. 

10 A.M.
Our first stop came right to us 
and at a high rate of speed, push-
ing a good wake. It was a pocket 
cruiser about 28 feet long, and 
the family on board was enjoy-
ing the breeze while increasing 
the throttle. No ticket here, just 
a verbal request to abide by the 
no-wake-zone requirements. 
Compliance was friendly; the 
crew seemed relieved. 

“Not a thing.”
“Need any help?” she in-

quired of them.
“No, we are just waiting for 

a Jet Ski.”
“If you could take that flag 

down, I would appreciate it,” 
she implored. 

“We were just trying to 
play safe for the Jet Ski.”

“You only display the flag 

for a skier or wakeboard rider, 
not personal watercraft or any 
other following vessel.”

Mosher inspected life 
 jackets, then requested the 
skipper’s name and address, 
which she logged along with 
the violation into the laptop 
mounted at the helm. She was 
polite and friendly, but I could 
tell it burns her up. She’s a  skier.

“The purpose is very spe-
cifically to warn people that a 
rider is down or coming along 
behind on a rope so they don’t 
cut him of,” she said. “So, if 
there is a next time, he’ll get  
a ticket.”

We’d barely jumped up 
on plane before another boat 
caught Mosher’s attention. It 
was an express cruiser, maybe 

“I GIVE 100 WARNINGS TO A 

TICKET. TRAGEDIES ON THE LAKE 

HAPPEN FROM THINGS PEOPLE 

NEVER SEE COMING.”
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a 40-footer, and perched on its 
transom seat, a good 6 feet over 
the swim platform, was a wom-
an enjoying the ride. A single 
lurch could get her a ticket 
to the emergency room or, 
from that height, the morgue. 
 Mosher signaled her to sit in-
side the boat. Clearly, the lady 
knew she was in the wrong.

Mosher wasn’t eager to 
write citations.

We left the cruiser behind 
and noticed a watercraft ap-
proach the pontoon, and we 

She didn’t even bother with 
a warning.

Then, 200 yards away, a 
teen boy throttled up a water-
craft, carving a semidoughnut 
turn and doing so right of  the 
dock. Worse yet, he was in a 
narrow fi nger of the cove with 
not 20 yards from that dock to 
the one on the other side.

Now, I thought, I’d fi nally 
witness a citation tendered. 
Mosher approached the teen, 
a young man, who gripped the 
gunwale of the Donzi, hold-
ing himself in place to take his 
medicine.

The doughnut-doer’s fam-
ily eased up in a runabout, and 
Mosher waved in a friendly 
way. She was still all-marine 
with the boy and asked for a 
picture ID. He was from Wash-
ington, Illinois, and his LOTO 
vacation just wasn’t starting 
of  like he expected.

Mosher checked his life 
jacket to see that it was buck-
led snugly, and logged the 
warning. The kid lucked out 
this time.

“I give 100 warnings to 
a ticket,” Mosher said later. 
“Tragedies on the lake happen 
from things people never see 

coming.”
Floating logs, prop 

injuries (often while 
the boat is turned of ), 
and even prop and jet 
wash cause problems.

“I’d rather stop 
people from getting a 
prop injury than mak-
ing a wake,” Mosher 

continued. “Our job here isn’t 
to make people miserable 
but to help them come home 
safe, and that takes education. 
People are receptive to that 
 prevention.”

Throughout the day, I saw 
she was right. Mosher’s af able 
yet fi rm instruction was practi-
cal and reassuring. People re-
sponded to her and, at least for 
the moment, changed to safer 
operating procedures.

We were at about the 
25-mile marker, a description 

turned our attention to the 
surrounding tra�  c.

It seemed like a good time 
to ask what kind of personal 
boat she had.

“A 1995 Ski Ray, a Yamaha 
1200 and some kayaks,” she 
said. They’d sold a pontoon 
and a Jet Ski, then indulged 
themselves with a wakeboard 
tower for the Ski Ray.

For fun, I asked her about 
her brand preferences. Her 
answer was more professional 
than recreational.

“I like the Yamaha Wave-
Runners. They have the jet 
spray in the back that goes 
straight up when they are 
running. That’s golden,” she 
said. “It’s like a brake light. It 
gives you a visual cue that the 
 watercraft in front of you is 
slowing down.” 

11:10 A.M.
Lake tra�  c for this July Satur-
day is still relatively light, but 
Mosher has no trouble fi nding 
boaters who just don’t know 
the rules. Soon another ski-
fl ag waver darted out of a cove 
with no skier in tow. Mosher 
gave chase, turning 
and accelerating 
smoothly. By the 
time we caught up, 
the fl ag was gone. 

Our pontoon 
stop proved 
the crew had 
proper life 
jackets and a 
sober skipper 
to keep the 
crew out of 
trouble. 

Mosher logs a 
warning in a 
national data-
base, should 
the violator be 
stopped again.
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referring to our distance along 
the Osage River to the dam, and 
about 10 miles plus a long no-
wake zone from Party Cove.

1 P.M.
We arrived at the 1.5-mile-long 
party spot o�  cially known as 
Anderson Hollow on maps.

Party Cove was a dirty se-
cret, attractive in its salacious-
ness of thousands of boaters 
drinking, dancing, sometimes 
stripping and, not so rarely, 
other illegal acts. In its hey-
day, Party Cove might see over 
3,000 boats rafted together 
with a precision that belied 
the apparent chaos of so many 
boats and people in one place.

But, as we rounded the 
point at the mouth of the cove, 
it appeared deserted but for 
a few dozen boats scattered 
deep in the hollow. In fact, 
there were multiple rafts of 
fewer boats, not the endless 
rafts of rub-rail-to-rub-rail 
partiers I expected. Along each 
side of the bay, smaller coves 
of ered one or two boats soli-
tude — an unheard of  solitude 

on Party Cove just a few short 
years earlier. And there were 
still some secluded pockets of 
water available.

Party Cove was no more, 
and no one who lives at the 
lake is sad to see its demise. I 
mused that enforcement was 
working. Mosher disagreed.

“I wish it was something we 
did, but it was probably more 
a change in demographics. 
People just started spreading 
out. They go to many dif erent 
places now,” she explained.

With the cost of marine 

gasoline (approaching and 
even exceeding $4 per gallon), 
perhaps boaters aren’t willing 
to travel as far to be in the big 
raft-up. And  Anderson  Hollow 
is a good long cruise from 
many parts of this 92-mile-
long waterway. Then there’s 
that 2-mile-long no-wake 
zone. There are dozens of 
coves closer to home port, like 
Linn Creek Cove at the  31-mile 

marker or Ha Ha Tonka Cove 
in the Niangua Arm.

1:15 P.M.
Mosher stopped a pontoon fi rst 
in Party Cove because three 
passengers were dragging their 
feet in the water at the bow — 
a clearly dangerous practice. 
They knew it too as they moved 
back inside the gate. Mosher 
reminded them of the risk they 
were taking of falling into the 
path of the prop.

We learned not every-
body is sad to hear from a wa-
ter trooper as another boat 
throttled up at a reasonable 
distance from the rafted boats.

“Pull your ladder up!” 
Mosher shouted, pointing to 
the dragging appendage. She 
repeated the command in a 
surprisingly booming voice 
for the thus far soft-spoken 
trooper. “Pull it up!”

“Thank you! We love you!” 
they yelled back, blowing 
kisses as one of the crew se-
cured the ladder, which they 
would’ve likely lost at sea.

We headed out of Party 
Cove and back toward Red 
Bud Cove, where we’d meet 
up with my boat crew, or so I 
thought. Halfway there, a pon-
toon boat was cruising along 
with two men sitting on the 
sun pad over the motor. The 
violation was becoming cliché.

Mosher waved them down 
and pulled alongside. The boat 

“IT’S REAL EASY TO FALL OFF OF

THE SUN PAD WHEN YOU’RE

MOVING. IT’S ALSO ILLEGAL.”

Anderson 
Hollow Cove 
had plenty of 
open water 
for peace 
and solitude 
on that July 
Saturday. 
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was a rental from the Fort 
Leonard Wood Recreation 
Marina, and its crew were of -
duty soldiers. The two on the 
sun pad clearly didn’t realize 
why they had been stopped or 
they would’ve moved.

“It’s real easy to fall of  of the 
sun pad when you’re moving,” 
said Mosher. They sat down 
with military precision and she 
continued, “It’s also illegal.” You 
could’ve heard a pin drop.

Somebody of ered her a 
cold soda. She declined, but 
her demeanor went from all-
business to fun.

“OK, now, you gotta stay 
inside the boat. You’ve all got 
a life jacket, right?” Everybody 
held one up. Somebody no-
ticed my camera.

“Can you take our picture?”
I complied and took a full 

group shot, and we exchanged 
mobile numbers to transfer it.

2 P.M.
We still hadn’t written a ticket. 
Late to the rendezvous with my 
relatives’ houseboat, I called on 
the mobile. The location was 
now Hummingbird Cove, not 
Red Bud. We were 15 minutes 
away, and that miscalculation 

aligned our arrival with the only 
ticket of the day. I don’t know if 
the guy was lucky or unlucky.

At the mouth of Humming-
bird, we spotted a grandfather-
ly man idling on a watercraft 
who, when he spotted us, began 
shaking his head in dismay. He 
was pulling two boys on a tube 
— without a spotter. While we 
were a couple hundred yards 
away, she’d watched him pull 
away from an express cruiser.

“Go on back to your other 
boat and I’ll meet you there,” 
she said. He turned, and the next 
thing I noticed was his jacket 
wasn’t buckled. Then I spot-
ted a baby dozing 
between his knees 
with a loose, inef ec-
tive life  jacket.

Mosher 
approaches 
a boater in 
Hummingbird 
Cove, above. A 
ra� -up in Party 
Cove, below.

 demanding to go. But he 
knew Mosher had to write 
him up, and truthfully, he 
was lucky we came along be-
fore he got farther away from 
the boat.

I really wanted to take that 
photograph, but I couldn’t. 
He was in enough misery. 
But on any given Saturday on 
Lake of the Ozarks, stopping 
an event like that could just 
save a life. And that’s all the 
Missouri state troopers want 
to do.   

“Sir, you’re taking on a 
little too much responsibility 
there,” she said once the wa-
tercraft quit rumbling.

“I know. The baby wouldn’t 
sleep, so we thought the ride 
would help,” he said as a wom-
an on board took the baby be-
low deck. I could imagine how 
hard the screaming must’ve 
been to get him to try the old 

car-ride trick with 
the watercraft, and 
I could also imag-
ine the older boys 
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SEA TOW
RESCUE HEROES
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IT’S NOT ALWAYS ABOUT GIVING YOU A TOW. 
SOMETIMES THEY SAVE YOUR LIFE.

B Y  P E T E  M C D O N A L D



“

L
POWERLESS

A
s the 24-foot cruiser drifted 
closer to the sandbar along the 
beach, Hughes and  Kendrick 

took dif erent approaches to the dis-
tressed vessel. Hughes, more experi-
enced with the local waters, ran outside 
the bar and tried to approach them from 
behind. Kendrick approached from 
inside the bar, hoping to fi nd a way to 
get close.

“The boat was in no-man’s land,” re-
calls Hughes. “I was trying to fi gure out 
how to get to them without being stuck 
in the same situation.”

Just then, a set of three breakers 
rolled in and hit the boat hard to star-
board. Overwhelmed, the boat quickly 
started going down. The whole family, 
wearing their life jackets, jumped in the 
water. Fortunately, the outgoing current 
swept them over to Hughes, who quickly 
pulled the girls into the boat before help-
ing the parents over the transom. Within 
minutes, only the bow of the boat re-
mained above water as Kendrick circled 
the debris fi eld to salvage the family’s 
personal possessions.

Hughes ran the family to a local fi re-
department boat. The crew rushed them 
to shore and checked them over; all were 
unharmed by the incident. 

“The Shallotte Inlet is notorious be-
cause its sandbars are always shifting,” 
says Hughes. “Unfortunately, we see a 
lot of this here.”

This story had a happy ending, 

 largely due to the family’s actions. “They 
all had on life jackets. The dad made 
a mayday call over the radio, not the 
phone, and gave his exact coordinates 
from the GPS,” says Hughes. “The only 
other thing he could have done was drop 
the anchor, but it happened so quickly, 
he didn’t have time.” 

LEAP OF FAITH

O
n a fall day on Shelter Island 
Sound, Long Island, New York, a 
crew of six were running across 

the bay in a 37-foot go-fast boat when 
the driver suddenly lost control, ejecting 
himself and his fi ve passengers into the 
water. He was not wearing his kill switch, 
and the boat kept running in circles 
at a speed just over 20 knots. Capt. Bill 
 Barker, owner of Sea Tow Eastern Long 
Island, headed toward the runaway ves-
sel, accompanied by Capt. Garrett Moore.

When the two arrived on scene, the 
six boaters had been safely removed 
from the water, but the boat still spun 
dangerously out of control right of  the 
busy waterfront of Greenport, with no 
signs of stopping. Barker, a 100-ton Mas-
ter and Sea Tow’s fi rst franchise owner, 
deftly matched the speed and course of 
the runaway go-fast and pulled up along-
side it. Moore, in a daring move, jumped 
from Barker’s Sea Tow vessel into the 
cockpit of the runaway boat and suc-
cessfully killed the engines, preventing 
it from causing a serious accident.

The U.S. Coast Guard recognized the 
two captains with Meritorious Public 
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THE BOAT WAS IN

NO-MAN’S LAND. I WAS 

TRYING TO FIGURE 

OUT HOW TO GET TO 

THEM WITHOUT BEING 

STUCK IN THE SAME 

SITUATION.”

Last June, Capt. Clay Hughes and his colleague Capt. Kendrick Schwartz 
were launching a boat from a nearby ramp when Hughes, the owner of 
Sea Tow Ocean Isle in North Carolina, got a call from his dispatcher. She’d 
heard a mayday call over VHF Channel 16 from a boat in distress near the 
notoriously treacherous Shallotte Inlet. Acting quickly, Hughes jumped 
into the boat while Schwartz jumped into a second Sea Tow vessel on 
hand, and the two raced toward the boat in trouble. As they approached 
the scene, Hughes observed a powerless 24-foot cruiser adrift near a sand-
bar, the waves pushing it closer and closer to danger. A couple with their 
two young daughters, ages 4 and 5, remained on board as the boat took on 
water. Hughes and Kendrick had to act fast before the situation spiraled 
out of control.

What, you thought being a Sea Tow captain was just about bringing 
you gas or providing a tow? Sometimes they have to save lives too. Here 
are fi ve stories of Sea Tow captains who went beyond the typical job 
description, braving rough seas and tough situations to help boaters in 
danger. Read how they saved the day and what we can all learn from 
each experience.

SEAMANSHIP LESSON

Always wear your safety-stop lanyard 

(kill switch) at the helm.

SEAMANSHIP 

LESSON

Always bring a GPS 

and know how to 

use it so you can 

provide would-be 

rescuers with your 

coordinates.
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“Service awards for their ef orts to stop the 
boat. Had they not done such a stellar job, 
who knows what would have happened?

COLLISION COURSE

W
eekends of  the coast of south-
east Florida are always busy, 
and on the morning of June 19, 

2016, Sea Tow Capt. Joe Leonardo of Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, was already keeping 
an eye on a boat struggling near a reef just 
outside of Hillsboro Inlet when a couple 
on a personal watercraft approached 
his vessel.

“They were frantic,” recalls  Leonardo. 

“They told me they’d collided with an-
other PWC.” Leonardo followed them 
back to the other watercraft, where a 
woman was bleeding profusely from 
 injuries on her leg.

“She looked like she’d been bitten by 
a shark,” says Leonardo.

Apparently, the two couples had 
been joyriding with each other when one 
PWC stalled out. The other PWC, still 
going at a fast speed, collided with the 
stalled one, its bow running right into 
the female passenger’s leg.

With the help of the stalled PWC’s 
driver, Leonardo pulled her over the 

transom of his boat and brought her 
to the bow, and used his shirt to wrap 
her leg and stem the bleeding. Acting 
quickly, Leonardo fi rst called for an am-
bulance to meet 
him at the fi shing 
docks at a ma-
rina just inside 
the inlet. Next, 
he alerted the 
local port authorities that he would be 
violating the no-wake zones to bring the 
 injured woman back to the dock.

Due to Leonardo’s fast response and 
quick thinking, they were able to get her 
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THEY TOLD ME THEY’D COLLIDED WITH ANOTHER PWC.

SHE LOOKED LIKE SHE’D BEEN BITTEN BY A SHARK.” 

SEAMANSHIP LESSON 

Always be aware of your

surroundings and keep a safe 

distance from other boats.

Capt. Clay Hughes

Capt. Garrett Moore

Capt. Joe Leonardo

Capt. Bill Barker
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“
the medical help she needed within min-
utes of his response.

“I’m sure if I didn’t get to her,” Leon-
ardo says, “she would have been bad of .”

ROUGH PASSAGE

T
he weather could not have been 
worse of  the Atlantic coast of 
eastern Long Island on Mother’s 

Day 2013. But Stan Stiansen, owner of the 
45-foot commercial vessel   Pauline  IV, 
had gone out anyway, because that’s 
what commercial fi shermen do. Upon 
returning to port after a successful haul, 
 Pauline IV got into trouble in Shin-

necock Inlet, 
and Stiansen 
put out a dis-
tress call.

“I was sit-
ting in the 
o�  ce when 
I heard the 

call over the fi re-department band, and 
I jumped in the boat,” says Capt. Les 
 Traf ord of Sea Tow Shinnecock. “No-
body else was going out. I grew up here, 
so I was sure it was someone I knew.”

The waves that day, measuring 6 to 

8 feet of shore, doubled in size when they 
stacked up on the sandbars around the in-
let. Stiansen, 85 years old with decades of 
experience, got hit by a 15-foot rogue wave.

“Stan caught a bad set,” recalls 
 Traf ord. “The fi rst wave caught him 
from behind and put the boat on its side. 
The next wave went over the decks and 
washed the deck mate, Scott Finne, over.”

Traf ord, a 19-year Sea Tow veteran 

and 100-ton Master, ran his 24-foot 
Starfi re out of the inlet. Its fl ush decks 
helped him shed water in the rough surf, 
and his twin MerCruisers totaling 800 
hp helped him plow through the inlet.

Unable to get close to  Pauline IV, 
which at this point was stuck on a sand-
bar, Traf ord started circling the debris 
fi eld, looking for signs of life. A police 
helicopter arrived on scene and helped 
guide Traf ord to Finne, who had drifted 
a mile of shore.

“He was clinging to a plastic net buoy 
and a piece of wood,” says Traf ord, who 
pulled him out of the cold water and 
saved his life. Unfortunately, Stiansen 
had been trapped inside the boat’s cabin, 
and Traf ord was unable to rescue him.

While Stiansen and Finne knew the P
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HE WAS CLINGING TO A PLASTIC NET BUOY AND 

A PIECE OF WOOD. IT COULD HAPPEN TO ANY-

BODY. STAN GOT CAUGHT IN SHALLOW WATER AT 

JUST THE WRONG TIME. I’VE SEEN GUYS IN THEIR 

20-FOOTERS TRY TO DO THE SAME THING.”

SEAMANSHIP LESSON 

Know where the sandbars are 

before running any local inlet. 

And know the weather. When 

the seas are too big for your 

boat, stay home.

Capt. Les Tra� ord
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Office Phone: 519.986.1203  |  Toll free: 1.866.251.3280

rossiterboats.com  |  info@rossiterboats.com

THE TIDES THAT BIND
IN A BUSY WORLD, ROSSITER HELPS YOU GET AWAY FROM IT ALL.

ROSSITER 14
SIDE CONSOLE

ROSSITER 23
CLASSIC DAY BOAT

ROSSITER 17
CENTER CONSOLE

ROSSITER 17
RUNABOUT

ROSSITER 20
COASTAL CRUISER

Nothing brings a family closer than spending time on the water together. Meet the Rossiter 

family of boats. With over forty years of producing sleek, streamlined boats, Rossiter has 

evolved into one of the leading manufacturers of fully composite, luxury powerboats. Rossiter’s 

unrivaled quality and craftsmanship combine the pinnacle of style and performance while looking 

and acting like nothing else on the water. 



“
danger of running an inlet in rough seas, 
most people don’t. Traf ord estimates 
he’s pulled more than 30 people out of 
Shinnecock waters in his 19 years work-
ing with Sea Tow.

“It could happen to anybody,” says 
Traf ord. “Stan got caught in shallow wa-
ter at just the wrong time. I’ve seen guys in 
their 20-footers try to do the same thing.” 

ROCKY SITUATION

L
ast Father’s Day, a dad and his 
three sons hired a local charter 
captain for a day of fi shing out-

side Masonboro Inlet, near Wrightsville 
Beach, North Carolina. The captain had 
them fi shing on the tip of the rock jet-
ty, using his trolling motor to keep his 
 22-foot center console safely away from 
the rocks. But when the trolling motor 
gave out, the captain couldn’t get his 
outboard started in time, and the waves 
quickly swept the boat into the jetty. An-
other angler, fi shing on foot from the jet-
ty, called for help over a VHF radio. Sea 
Tow Capt. Ryan Saporito just happened 
to be patrolling the inlet in his 26-foot 

Twin Vee not 100 yards away from the 
jetty and heard the call.

“I raced around the corner, and 
they were already on the rocks,” recalls 
Saporito of that day.

Just then, a set of 5-foot waves rolled 
in, knocking the charter captain out of 
the center console and pushing the boat 

up onto the jetty at a 70-degree angle. 
Saporito quickly heaved them a line, 
hauled each of the four passengers to his 
Twin Vee and pulled them out of the wa-
ter. The charter captain was able to swim 
safely to another nearby vessel.

Thanks to Saporito’s decisive action, 
the whole incident was over in about 
three minutes.

“The captain had tried to start his en-
gine and drop his anchor, but it all hap-
pened so fast,” says Saporito. “If I hadn’t 
gotten there in time, those four passen-
gers would have been in the water as 4- 
to 5-foot waves pounded them against 
the rocks. It would not have been good.”  
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SEAMANSHIP LESSON Be prepared for 

equipment failure and have a Plan B. If you lose 

power, fi rst drop the anchor, then try to restart.

IF I HADN’T GOTTEN 

THERE IN TIME, THOSE 

FOUR PASSENGERS 

WOULD HAVE BEEN IN 

THE WATER AS 4-

TO 5-FOOT WAVES 

POUNDED THEM 

AGAINST THE ROCKS.”

Capt. Ryan Saporito
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S U P R A B O A T S P W T . C O M



Come witness the premier professional wake series in 

the world and see how the best continue to get better 

behind the revolutionary SUPRA SA550.

Cory Teunissen and Mike Dowdy have become staples on 

the PWT, constantly battling for a spot on the podium. 

Through their all-out riding, these two have pushed 

the sport to new levels, while pushing each other to 

continually rise to the top.

D O N ’ T  M I S S  C L I F F O R D ,  R A P A ,  D O W D Y ,  T E U N I S S E N , 

A N D  M O R E  C H A S E  T H E  C R O W N  I N  2 0 1 8 .

CHANDLER, AZ

APRIL 14

ACWORTH, GA

MAY 19

MOORESVILLE, NC

JUNE 16

WARSAW, IN

AUGUST 4
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AUTOMATED
MAYDAY SYSTEMS
Alert rescuers automatically when catastrophe strikes.
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Automated emergency broad-
casting devices can alert rescu-
ers and help them fi nd you.

HOT BUTTON

VHF handheld models such 
as Icom’s fl oating M93D 
($249.95, thegpsstore.com) 
of er digital selective calling 
(DSC) and GPS. Press the red 
distress button to broadcast 
an alert with your position and 
boat description. You need to 
obtain and enter a maritime 

In a marine emergency, you might not have the 
time or composure to place an effective mayday 
call. Your electronics might not work either. 

mobile service identity ahead 
of time. Ef ective range: 4 to 
5 miles.

GLOBAL REACH  

An emergency position-
indicating radio beacon 
(EPIRB) such as the ACR 
GlobalFix V4 ($394.95, the
gpsstore.com) uplinks your 
position to satellites and alerts 
rescuers. It also broadcasts 
a homing signal to pinpoint 
the device’s position. EPIRBs 

broadcast for a minimum of 
48 hours after deployment. 
 Ef ective range: worldwide.

PERSONAL BEST

Personal locator beacons 
(PLBs) such as the Ocean 
 Signal RescueMe ($267.99, 
wholesalemarine.com) use the 
same system as EPIRBs but 
are worn. Battery life is half 
that of an EPIRB. Ef ective 
range: worldwide.

GOING OVERBOARD

Man-overboard (MOB) 
devices use the automatic 
identifi cation system (AIS) 
to locate a man overboard. 
 McMurdo’s Smartfi nd S20 SRS 
AIS ($189.95, thegpsstore.com) 
attaches to a life jacket and 
transmits position data to AIS 
receivers in range for 24 hours. 
They allow AIS-equipped 
 vessels to join the search. 
 Ef ective range: 4 to 5 miles. 

By Jim Hendricks

HOW CAN I 

ADD A VIDEO 

CAMERA TO MY 

MULTIFUNCTION 

DISPLAY?

ASK KEN ONLINE

For more exclusive 
electronics content, visit 
boatingmag.com/askken.

Both Raymarine and Simrad have announced Doppler features for their 
solid-state marine radar systems, thus joining Furuno and Garmin in offering 
the advanced, easy-to-use collision-avoidance radar technology.

Simrad is scheduled to offer owners the ability to unlock the VelocityTrack 
Doppler feature in its Halo pulse-compression open-array radar systems for a 
one-time $500 charge beginning in June. VelocityTrack will highlight moving 
targets that pose a collision threat in a contrasting color, making them easy 
to recognize. 

Raymarine has integrated Doppler technology into its new Quantum 2 dome 
radar with chirp pulse compression ($1,999 MSRP). In addition to identifying 
and color-coding moving radar contacts that pose a threat, the Quantum 2’s 
exclusive Safety Sector feature highlights targets in the path of your vessel 
— whether they are moving or stationary.

Most multifunction displays 
have a video input on the 
back of the set or offer a 
video-adapter cable option 
for video cameras. Check 
with your electronics dealer 
or marine electronics brand 
to find out what kind of cable 
you might need for the cam-
era you have in mind.

The camera you choose 
should be weatherized for 
the marine environment and 
operate on the same voltage 
as your boat’s batteries. It 
should have a wide enough 
angle of vision to cover the 
area you want to monitor.

Cameras looking aft 
should also have the ability 
to reverse their image so the 
picture appears as it would 
if you were looking at your 
car’s rearview mirror. You will 
also find cameras available 
with built-in infrared lighting 
for use in low-light areas, like 
in an engine room.

IP cameras can be con-
nected to displays that are 
networked so the camera’s 
picture can be viewed on all 
displays. IP cameras can 
also be used with boat secu-
rity systems connected with 
a cellular/internet module so 
you can check in on your boat 
visually on your smartphone 
or computer. —Ken Englert

DOPPLER 
ADDITIONS



Managing the Full Spectrum  

of Marine Insurance

www.RiskStrategies.com

For over 35 years, the Atlass Insurance Group has set the industry  

standard for comprehensive and afordable custom marine insurance 

across the entire yachting spectrum – from coastal cruising small boats 

to mega yachts worldwide.

Direct access to, and strong working relations with, the finest US and 

London yacht insurance underwriters ensures Atlass clients receive the 

broadest coverage on the most competitive terms. Personal service and 

years of experience ensures peace of mind.

954.525.0582

www.atlassinsurance.com

Main O�ce - Ft Lauderdale, FL

Also - Cocoa Beach, FL and Newport, RI

Atlass Insurance : Small Boats | Yachts | Mega Yachts
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SC
SHORT CASTS

By Ron Ballanti

Do you ever wonder why big 
fi sh are often lost right at 
the net? Mistakes become 
magnifi ed when fi sh are near 
the boat. There is very little 
line between you and the 
fi sh to absorb shock if the fi sh 
makes a sudden run. The 
hook may have worn a hole, 
or the line could be nicked 
up after a long fi ght. And 
then there’s the buck fever 
that comes with having a fi sh 
tantalizingly close yet just 
out of reach.

Having the proper gear, 
practicing your technique 
and keeping your cool can 
help you improve your end-
game and get more fi sh into 
the boat.

SIZE MATTERS Using a 
net that is too small is one 
of the easiest ways to lose a 
big fi sh. Make sure your net 
has a wide enough opening 
to accommodate the largest 
fi sh you expect to catch. The 
netting also has to be deep 

enough to secure and  control 
your quarry once you have it 
in the net.

BE READY As the fi ght 
draws near its end, the net 
person should be in position, 
net in hand, securing the net-
ting to the handle with one 
hand to prevent snagging on 
cleats, rod holders and other 
equipment. Don’t put the 
net into the water during the 
fi ght; it can scare the fi sh and 
creates another opportunity 
for tangling or breaking 
the line.

DON’T RUSH IT Trying to 
net a fi sh that isn’t ready is 
courting disaster — especially 

when fi shing single-handed. 
Don’t stab at or reach for a 
fi sh that is still thrashing 
wildly or rapidly changing 
directions. Instead, wait until 
the fi sh turns on its side and 
seems ready to be guided into 
the net. 

FINISH THE JOB Have the 
angler guide the fi sh headfi rst 
into the net. If you try to net 
a fi sh tail-fi rst, striking the 
back of the fi sh can cause it to 
accelerate out of the net. Once 
the fi sh is fully in the net, the 
angler should drop the rod 
tip and open the bail or put 
the reel in free-spool as the 
net man lifts up on the net to 
secure the fi sh in the netting.

This VHF FM/
DSC radio and 
dual-channel AIS 
receiver meets mil-
itary specifi cations 
for immersion, vi-
bration, shock, high 
and low tempera-
ture, solar radiation, 
fl uid contamination 
and more. The large 
LCD shows both 
VHF channels and a 
variety of AIS tar-
get data and alerts 
for safe navigation. 
It delivers all U.S., 
Canadian and inter-
national channels, 
Weather Watch and 
full-range scan-
ning. The 25-watt 
loudhailer with 
listen-back and the 
eight-mode foghorn 
also prove useful. 
Learn more at 
si-tex.com; $459.

TAKE ME TO YOUR LEADER Many anglers enjoy the convenience of fi shing with braided 
line and switching between monofilament and fluorocarbon leader, or dropping to a lighter 
pound-test, to get finicky fish to bite. They just need to change a few feet of line instead of 
respooling or changing spools on the reel.

The downside is having loose spools of line all over your boat, or having to fish out the 
one you want from a tangled mess in the bottom of your tackle box. And if the labels get 
wet and fall off, good luck telling 8-pound from 10-pound line by sight.

A clear plastic spool box, like those from Plano (planomolding.com), is a great way to 
keep your leader spools organized and ready to use. It locks securely and provides access 
holes that make it easy to pull out as much leader as you need without opening the box. 
I use an office label-maker to show me at a glance the test rating of the leader in each 
compartment so I’m always ready to tie one on.
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Buy a combination of 
TACO Marine®

GS-280 or GS-380 
Outrigger Holder

 with Outriggers and a 
Premium Rigging Kit 

and receive a 

$150 rebate

Buy any TACO Marine®

Neptune Leaning Post
 and Neptune Backrest 

and receive a 

$100 rebate

Outriggers

GS-280

Outrigger Holder

GS-380

Outrigger Holder

Premium Rigging Kit Neptune Universal Backrest

Neptune II Leaning Post 
With Tackle Storage Bag

Neptune III Leaning Post

Free Shipping On Orders Over $49

Use code VBT0518 when ordering to receive 10% OFF your purchase. Offer expires 12/31/18. Some restrictions may apply. Visit us online for full details.



360º SOUND ULTRA LOUD BLUETOOTH 360º LED LIGHTEZ HOLD HANDLEFLOATABLE FITS MOST CUP HOLDERS

1M

30 MIN.

SUBMERSIBLE CONTINUOUS PLAY

50+ HOURS

LITHIUM-ION BATTERY

RECHARGEABLE

LINK 2 SPEAKERS

BIG STEREO SOUND

IP67





Powerful. Agile. Responsive.
Move almost any trailer with our powerful, compact dolly.

1-888-926-5517 | www.parkit360.com

With Stablelock technology, our dolly won’t tip, tilt or pivot and is easily controlled with 

a simple thumb control switch. Our units have the ability to freewheel and smart trailer brakes 

are an available option for added control. 



© 2018 by MacNeil IP LLC

European Customers
WeatherTech.euOrder Now: 800-441-6287

Canadian Customers
WeatherTech.ca

American Customers
WeatherTech.com

Accessories Available for 

Laser Measured, Custom-Fit

FloorLiner™

AUTOMOTIVE  

ACCESSORIES  

TO PROTECT  

YOUR VEHICLE

WEATHERTECH.COM

Designed and Engineered in USA -  
Handcrafted in Germany

24" Hitch Mounted Bumper Protection

Seat Protector No-Drill MudFlapsCargo Liner WaterBlade

Side Window Deflectors BumpStep®XL RackSack® Pet Barrier

Acura · Alfa Romeo · Aston Martin · Audi · BMW · Buick · Cadillac · Chevrolet · Chrysler · Dodge · Ferrari · Fiat · Ford · Genesis 

GMC · Honda · Hummer · Hyundai · Infiniti · Isuzu · Jaguar · Jeep · Kia · Land Rover · Lexus · Lincoln · Maserati · Mazda 

Mercedes-Benz · Mercury · Mini · Mitsubishi · Nissan · Oldsmobile · Plymouth · Pontiac · Porsche · RAM · Saab · Saturn · Scion 

Smart · Subaru · Suzuki · Tesla · Toyota · Volkswagen · Volvo and more!



—

*Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate). Subject to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may 
apply. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid until 30 days after the loan is approved. APRs may vary 
with loan term. Boat must be 1998 model year or newer; for boat model year 1998 to 2007, add .25% to above rate. Maximum loan amount is calculated using 
an advance percentage determined by FICO score and multiplied by NADA base wholesale value with adds; if not listed in NADA, then multiplied by 80% of BUC 
low retail value. Maximum loan term based on loan amount. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Example of a recreational use Boat loan: A 10 
year fixed-rate $65,000 loan. Based on an APR of 5.19%, this loan has 120 monthly payments of $695.48 each.

Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West, 

has affordable boat loan options that can 

help you get out on the water quickly. Our 

experienced consultants make getting 

your loan easy and stress-free, so you can 

look forward to what’s really important 

— enjoying your boat. Changing market 

Loan Amount APR* as low as

$50,000+

$25,000–$49,999

NEW - USED - REFINANCE

take advantage of our low APRs.

conditions can affect rates, so act now to 

WE ALSO OFFER: Live-Aboard financing I Loans for part- and full-time charters

APR is fixed for the life of the loan. Other rates and loan terms available. Rates are 

accurate as of March 14, 2018. See our website for current rates and terms, as well 

as financing for Live-Aboards and loan amounts below $25,000. 

5.19%

5.79%

Apply online today.

www.essexcredit.com/boating

(866) 377-3948

Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.         © 2018 Bank of the West. NMLS ID# 19116. 

New or Used Purchase
From a Dealer or Individual Seller

—
Purchase Locally or Cross-Country

—
Refinance 



Phantom Watch  $199  Phantom Ring $129  Set Price  $289  (Save An Extra $39) + S&P

‘PHANTASTIC VALUE PHENOMENAL QUALITY’

THE PHANTOM ROSE GOLD

RING SIZE CHART

The Daniel Steiger Phantom Rose Gold. Engineered from premium grade 316L steel and plated in a mixture of 18K rose gold and black IP, the words 

designer styling really could have been invented for this timepiece. A precision chronograph movement featuring 24 Hour, Stopwatch Seconds & Minutes 

sub-dials and date window are displayed on the multi-levelled face. Now available direct from the manufacturer at the astonishingly low price of $199 - 

a saving of $596 on the retail price of $795. So how can we make an offer like this? The answer is beautifully simple. We have no middleman to pay, no 

retail overheads to pay and not the usual mark-up to make, which on luxury items can be enormous. To accompany the Phantom, we have introduced the 

Phantom ring. With layers of rose gold plated steel and an impressive row set with our flawless Diamondeau gems, that can cut glass like a mined Diamond. 

DANIEL STEIGER

Place one of your own rings on top of one of the circles to the right. Your ring 
size is the circle that matches the diameter of the inside of your ring. If your ring 
falls between sizes, order the next larger size. 

size 

13

size 

12

size 

11

size 

10

size 

9

size 

14

AND QUOTE PROMO CODE:

Order online www.timepiecesusa.com/ba84ph Enter Promo Code BA84PH

ORDER YOURS TODAY! TOLL FREE 
2 4 / 7  O N  1 - 8 0 0  7 3 3  8 4 6 3 BA84PH

Timepieces International Inc, 12800 N.W. South River Drive, Medley, FL 33178
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MARKETPLACE

SAVE YOUR BACK
With a touch of a switch

WHY�NOT�BUY�THE�BEST?

You won’t believe it is the same boat when you experience  
more prop clearance, more speed, better boat handling  

and lower fuel consumption while using  
this #1 selling after market tilt & trim.

Rated for 
130 h.p. & 

smaller
motors

TILT & TRIM

800.654.3697
Call for your nearest dealer

CMC Marine, Inc., 3920 S. 13th St., Duncan, OK

cmcmarineproducts.com

(401) 683-0427
Dynamic Dollies & Racks

275 Highpoint Ave.
Portsmouth, RI 02871

PROUDLY MADE 
IN THE U.S.A.

Customizable dollies and
racks for small boats.

www.dynamicdollies.com

•  Competitively priced products

•  24-hour claims reporting

•  Exceptional service

•  Dedicated expertise

Get a Free Quote:

1.800.BOAT.INSURANCE  

(1.800.262.8467)

nmu.com/quote

Insurance for Powerboats & Sailboats
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MARKETPLACE

Even some of the finest engineered boats can 
spill fuel. End spills, splashes and fuel-soaked 
rags forever when you refuel with Clean Way.TM 

order today at cleanwayfuelill.com  $3695 - $3995   

t���'6&-�07&3'*--�%3"*/4�3*()5�
#"$,�*/50�5"/,
t���"%"15&34���'*55*/(4�*/$-6%&%
t���)&"7:ű%65:�."5&3*"-
t��1"5&/5&%�%&4*(/
t����ű:&"3�8"33"/5:

Never Spill Another Drop
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MARKETPLACE

2010 Intrepid 4752010 Intrepid 475

Price: $780,000

Robert Brooks
850-860-2524
Capt.R.Brooks.Sales@outlook.com

« 2 Staterooms
« 4 New Yamaha 350s (75hrs)
« 1 Genset 1370 hrs
« Bow Thruster
« Holds 100 Gallons more Fuel @ 575

« Holds 2x More Generator Fuel @ 40
« Full Furuno Electronics
« Has PA-/Tilt/Zoom FLIR Night Vision
« Simrad Pilot

Survival Products, Inc., for Service/Sales/Rentals of 

Aviation and Marine life rafts, and vests since 1974. 

Manufacturer for customers and distributors.

The World’s 4-6 MAN 9-13 MAN

• Smallest package 4"x12"x14" 5"x12"x14"

• Lightest weight 12 lbs 18 lbs

• Least expensive $1510 $1960

 New!!!  FAA TSO Approved Life Rafts Available

Survival Products Inc.
5614 S.W. 25 Street, Hollywood, FL 33023

954-966-7329 • Fax: 954-966-3584
sales@survivalproductsinc.com

survivalproductsinc.com
Made in U.S.A.

BUY OR RENT

SERIOUS 
CORROSION 
PROTECTION

� Fishing Tackle

� Deck Hardware

� Electrical

� Engines

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE AT:

boeshield.com

800.962.1732
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MARKETPLACE

Don’t let standing water 

Rip your cover or drip 

into your boat and 

damage the interior

install a DRAINIT and...

START DRAINING 

PineLakeParts.com  

keyword - DRAINIT

STOP BAILING

www.astroplastics.com
14101 Industrial Park Blvd. N.E. « Covington, GA 30014

Toll Free: 1-800-334-4474 « 770-786-2703

ASTROslip
™

The Ultimate Coiled Bunk Covers

1 Piece Total Coverage

Extremely Durable

Makes Trailering and Launch a Breeze

Easy to Install

No Water or Salt Retention

No Splices

Dealer Inquiries
Welcome
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OFF MY DOCK

L
ombardi and Kiekhaefer. It would not be unusual to find a framed 
photo of either icon in any tavern in Wisconsin’s Lake Winnebago 
drainage. Each was a legend in his own time, each possessed an 
outsize personality and, decades after both have passed to the 

great beyond, each remains part of the region’s mythology.
For example, there must have been 5,000 altar boys who served Lombardi 

at Catholic Mass and will tell you about it today over a beer. And at least that 
many old men claim to have been impulsively fired by E.C. Kiekhaefer from 
a job assembling Mercury outboards. Or they watched Kiekhaefer fire the 
Pepsi delivery man.

And so, when I mentioned across the Lake View Inn bar my recent trip 
to Lake X, the fabled Mercury test 
facility in central Florida, I was not 
surprised that someone piped right 
up with a Kiekhaefer story.

“I once worked for the old man,” 
recalled my good friend Chuck 
Larson. “In fact, I was a test driver 
at Lake X.”

There was much eye rolling and groaning up and down the bar.
“No really,” said Chuck. “I have pictures to prove it.”
Chuck’s Lake X story begins with an ad in The Fond du Lac Reporter.
“It was 1963 and I was 19 years old, and Mercury ran this ad in the paper 

seeking young men to test boats, and it sounded like fun for the summer,” 
said Chuck. “Six of us got hired, and we piled into my 1957 Pontiac and drove 
to St. Cloud.”

Around-the-clock endurance testing was underway at Lake X.
“Being kids, we usually got later shifts. At night, I could see the eyes of 

alligators glowing pink in the boat headlights. And it was so boring. If you 

had a day shift, you’d take a book 
along to read. I was running an 
early  four-cylinder sterndrive, and 
it didn’t go too fast. Every once in a 
while, Mr.  Kiekhaefer, who they just 
called the old man, would land in a 
seaplane and check up on things.”

Ah, I thought, here comes the 
part where Chuck gets fired by 
 Kiekhaefer, because that’s how these 
stories always tend to end. But that’s 
not what happened.

“After the night shifts, we had to 
try and sleep during the day in house 
trailers with no air conditioning, 
which was like trying to sleep in an 
oven,” said Chuck. “Then one day, as 
a prank, one of the older guys caught 
an armadillo, and he let it loose in the 
trailer while I was trying to sleep. I 
rolled over in the bunk and put my 
hand down, and it landed right on the 
armadillo. That was it for me.”

A few days later, I was at Chuck’s 
place and asked to see the pho-
tographic evidence of his Lake X 
employment. From a drawer in the 
den he pulled out an old picture 
postcard of an armadillo — Greet-
ings from Florida! Because Chuck’s 
a Lutheran, he can’t tell those 
 Lombardi stories.

“Being kids, we usually got later 
shifts. At night, I could see the 

eyes of alligators glowing pink in 
the boat headlights.” 

I  WORKED FOR
THE OLD MAN
Another close encounter with an outboard legend
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Enter to Win

Boating dreams are as different as people. What does your boating dream look like? 

Is it a day cruising with your family by your side or an epic adventure to a tropical 

paradise? Buy a new boat powered by a Volvo Penta gasoline engine and share your 

boating dream with us to be automatically entered to win a Chevrolet Silverado truck.

Learn more at volvopenta.us/shareyourdream

Boating 
Dreams




